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Christmas Music Service

December 26, 10:00 am
Boxing Day Blues
Worship Leader: Rev. Dr . Elizabeth Stevens
In the UK, what used to be a day dedicated to charity has become a shopping
extravaganza, and most holidays here in the US have been similarly corrupted
by consumerism. However, some economists theorize that the pandemic may
mark the beginning of the end of capitalism as the dominant economic system.
If they are right, what will we be losing? And what might we gain?

Special Holiday Services:

Safer Solstice: On Sunday, December 19 at PCEI, fr om 5-7, come
walk the pine labyrinth, honor the dark, meditate on the night sky, and/or
enjoy a hot beverage and conversation.
Christmas Eve: This year , we’ll again provide a pre-recorded service for you to watch at your convenience. It will include special music,
readings, and a homily. You’ll receive the link in your email no later than
12 noon on the 24th.
We’ve also reserved Friendship Square in downtown Moscow for a
brief in-person service (masked and distanced) with carols and candle
lighting, from 7-7:30 pm on Christmas Eve.

A Plea for Our Month of Sundays Program
We have been lucky to be able to meet virtually in this era of self-quarantine and social isolation. I want to remind
you of our mission to minister to the needs of people in our community who are struggling in these times because of
loss of income, food insufficiency because of loss of school lunches and breakfasts, loss of social services, illness and
other things we can’t even imagine. As part of our mission to be of help, we collect money every Sunday and give it to
local agencies who work to meet these needs. Since we do not have a collection in our virtual services, we need to help
by sending checks and cash to the church office to support our Month of Sundays program. Please indicate on your
check or cash envelope that it is to go to the Month of Sundays program. Thank you for caring.
—Mary Jo Hamilton

Minister’s Pages—Minister’s Musings
To go in the dark with a light is to know the light.
Our spirits flourish in the dark, as well.
To know the dark, go dark. Go without sight, Challenges make us strong and resilient. Embracing
and find that the dark, too, blooms and sings, the mystery of the unknown fosters wisdom. Even desand is traveled by dark feet and dark wings. pair is a necessary stop in the human experience.
-Wendell Berry
Encased in the dark earth, the seed breaks apart
and starts to send forth new sprouts. Likewise, only in
This is a time of year when our bodies are longing the dark can our bodies, minds, and spirits work out
the new ways of being and becoming that are unfoldfor peace, for rest, for quiet, and stillness. The long,
ing just below the surface of our awareness. Somedark nights are a cue that this is fallow time, time to
hunker down, stay inside, tell stories, and reflect. The times, if I’m having trouble sleeping, I’ll get out a
natural rhythm of the seasons thrums in our very
journal or a sketch book. Creativity blooms in the dark.
bones.
Other times, when I wake up in the middle of the
Yet if we are to dance to those rhythms, we need night, I bundle up and head outside to look at the stars
to resist the lure of the culture’s frantic, nearly desper- and the moon. In those moments, I have felt something
ate attempts to defy and push back the dark and the
holding me with tenderness and intensity. I feel myself
cold. What would happen if we refused to enact all the to be a part of the universe, made of star stuff, connectholiday hustle and bustle? If we stopped trying to meet ed to all that is. The peace that washes over me lingers
the cultural expectations of bright lights and noisy par- for days.
In the dark, we discover that our inner light,
ties?
We need to remember that darkness is nothing to though it sometimes grows dim and feeble, never completely goes out. We see how easily it can be rekindled
fear. Our bodies need darkness and rest. While we
sleep, our bodies renew themselves, healing microby kindness, or compassion, by love. We see how easitears and making us stronger. Our subconscious sifts
ly we can share that light with others.
through our life and makes sense of it all, with dreams
So many gifts wait for us in the dark. There is
as a primary vehicle. Without sleep, people rapidly
nothing to fear. Nothing waits in the dark but love,
lose the capacity for rational thought.
rest, light, healing and peace.

UUCP Staff Information
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Stevens, Minister
Office hours by appointment—to make an appointment, follow this
link: calendly.com/revehstevens
Zoom Room #662-139-0963
Ginger Yoder, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration
Ginger.Allen@palouseuu.org
Monday & Wednesday 10:00-12:00, and by appointment
Ryan Urie, Family Ministries Assistant
Email: traigo12@gmail.com
Summer Stevens, Administrative Secretary — office now
in the Methodist Church
Phone: 208-882-4328
Email: uuchurch@palouseuu.org
Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 2:30-4:30, in the borrowed
office at the Methodist Church; Monday, Wednesday, & Friday
afternoons—working from home

Sam Welsh, Music Director

musicdirector@palouseuu.org
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2021 UUCP Board
Fran Rodriguez, President
Judy Brown, Vice President
Ellery Blood, Recording Secretary
Duane DeTemple
Diane Prorak
Rich Alldredge
Marcus Smith
Karen Jennings
Margaret Dibble
Treasurers:
Judy LaLonde & Sue Engels

Minister’s Pages—Church Chat
People who enjoy meetings should not be in
charge of anything.
― Thomas Sowell

Vote on the slate of new board
members
Review and approve the budget.
The board may also bring forward another item or
Each year, we gather in December for our annual two for a vote. However, to the best of my knowledge,
meeting. As Unitarian Universalists, our congregation nothing too controversial. You’ll receive the official
is organized according to congregational polity, which agenda via email.
means that the power lives with the members, who
The work of the church can’t go forward without
elect a Board of Trustees as their representatives. For a quorum, which means...the UUCP needs you! We
most of the year, the Board faithfully and responsibly discovered last year that voting on Zoom is a snap,
tends to the work of the church on your behalf. But
and no one will object if you attend in your pj’s, so
certain powers are withheld from the board and remain long as you are decently covered. Bonus points for pet
with the congregation as a whole. And certain decicameos!
sions are too big and important to be made without
I hope you will plan to attend the annual meetingcongregational input.
Sunday, December 5, immediately following the serAt pretty much every annual meeting, church
vice, in the same Zoom Room.
members are asked to do two things.
Warmly, Elizabeth

Nominees for UUCP Board of Trustees

Grief Support Group

The nominating committee is pleased to announce candidates for three open positions on the
UUCP Board of Trustees.
The candidates are: Hydee Becker, Kat Clancy,
and Tom Woodrum. All three have agreed to serve if
elected. The election will take place during the annual
meeting of the Congregation on December 5, 2021
immediately following the Sunday service.

Grief comes to everyone at some point in life.
If you are grieving, you are welcome to join our Grief
group, which meets on the first Monday of the month
from 6:00-7:00 pm.
The next meeting is January 6.
Everyone is welcome.
Zoom: https://palouseuu-org.zoom.us/
j/5358085754
Meeting ID: 535 808 5754

A Note from the Board—Looking Forward, Looking Backward
It’s December already, the end of the year, and for me a time that calls to mind the Roman god Janus who
looked both forward and backward, and more generally is associated with changes and transitions. I suspect
most of us have learned more about change and transition over the past couple of years than we ever anticipated. I know I have.
Looking forward, one thing I am jazzed about in 2022 is moving into our new church building. I had an
opportunity to go through the building recently with the aesthetics committee, which is finalizing decisions
about paint and flooring choices and the like. I’ve been excited about the building project all along, but seeing
the actual spaces even in their unfinished state sent my level of excitement through the roof. The staff offices
have large windows and will be filled with light. The hallways and stairways are comfortably wide. There’s a
charming room on the third floor that I hadn’t even known about. I love the balcony at the back of the sanctuary. And so on….
Looking backward, and lest we get too far ahead of ourselves since we are most likely to move into the
building sometime next fall, I am pleased to be able to say at last that I have adjusted to “church by Zoom.” I
remember thinking after the first few months that I just wasn’t sure I could make myself continue indefinitely
in remote mode. It wasn’t anything specific, and I knew Reverend Elizabeth and the staff, the committees, and
so many others were working to improve the experience. They succeeded. I look forward to church on Sunday,
and I almost always stay for the first fellowship session afterwards. I’ll stick with it as long as it takes, until the
building is finished and we can safely be together again in the same space. I hope you will too.
—Judy Brown, UUCP Board Vice President
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Family Ministries and RE – December 2021
Tree Hunting – Phillips Farm—December 4
Phillips Farm will be cutting Christmas trees again this year at Phillips Farm Saturday, December 4, 10:30
–2:00! They’ve identified about 30 suitable Douglas-fir and ponderosa pine trees in a range of sizes. Reservations are required and will be taken in the order received. Email them at friendsofphillipsfarm@gmail.com.
Cut your own tree or get help from a MHS Environmental Club student. We will have some saws on hand
for people who don't bring their own.
Tree cutting is free, but you are welcome to make a donation to support activities of the MHS Environmental Club and Friends of Phillips Farm at Phillips Farm County Park.
Christmas for Kids Shopping
Sunday December 5th 1 pm Palouse Mall

R.E. has taken on one little boy for our annual Christmas for Kids drive (this is separate from the one that
was online for the whole church). We have about 8 ish gifts to buy him and even have our own budget to do
so! Would you like to come and help shop for him??
Meet in the Palouse Mall, this Sunday at 1 pm in front of Ross. We will shop and then quickly assemble
the gifts. There might be nothing better than to help make a kids Christmas and not even have to use your own
funds, all are welcome!!!!
Stuck in Middle with UU Gathering, White Elephant Gift Exchange + Coffee
December 18, 10:00 am, Eastside Marketplace
Join in holiday merry making for a White Elephant Gift Exchange with your other stuck in the middle
UUers! We will meet at the Eastside Market place 10 am on Saturday Dec 18 in front of that super cute little
coffee shop. Drinks are on us! We will then find a place to sit and have a rumpus and joyful white elephant
exchange. Bring a wrapped gift that is completely free to you – nothing can be bought for this event. The
stranger the better, find something fun from your home!
From Wikipedia: “A white elephant gift exchange… is a party game where amusing and impractical gifts
are exchanged during festivities. The goal of a white elephant gift exchange is to entertain party-goers rather
than to gain a genuinely valuable or highly sought-after item.”
Ginger Yoder, Family Ministry Director
Home Office Hours: Monday and Weds 10-12; also available by appointment

November UUCP Board Meeting Summary
At this month’s board meeting, the Board:
 Decided to revise the charter (and possibly change the name) of the Executive Committee,
 Approved the worship committee’s new policy on guest speakers,
 Set the agenda for the annual meeting, which will be held on December 4, 2021,
 Reviewed the membership of the reopening committee, and
 Discussed the use of the Facebook page to promote social justice causes.

Moscow-Pullman Meditation Group
The UUCP's Moscow/Pullman Meditation Group is currently using alternative meeting methods—contact Ryan Urie at ryan.urie@palouseuu.org!
You can learn more about us at nwmindfulness.wordpress.com or on Facebook at moscow / pullman meditation group. For questions, email Ryan Urie, group facilitator, at ryan.urie@palouseuu.org
Joining a meditation group can motivate you to maintain a consistent practice!
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Communication & Connection
We are probably still wondering how the
supply chain will affect the holidays. Because
of Covid last year and people not gathering in
groups, many were absent from the table and
tree. This round, delayed and now empty boxes
may have to be wrapped and festive meals may be
lopsided in certain foods as store shelves lay bare.
Aside from the logistics behind these oddities disrupting our norms, and seemingly being yet another outcome of Covid’s impact on social contexts, perhaps
the universe is trying to tell us something in a language our ear isn’t well-attuned to.
Isn’t it curious how we may agree that things
must change to improve—wages, climate, resource
usage, social services and equity, quality of life in career, family engagement, self-fulfillment . . . . . These
things include a price tag, less instantaneous gratification, and the rough edges of an in-process evolution.
Somehow though, there’s a disconnect between the
change we desire and realizing that change actually
involves changing along with its discomforts. When
what we’re used to becomes dysfunctional enough,
the result will nudge or surge us into an adaptive direction or a paradigm shift. Hence, things don’t necessarily work like they used to.
It could be useful to have that in mind as we negotiate cumbersome or darn right seismic jolts. Clearly, connections at many levels have been discombobulated and it’s a challenge to find new nodes to bond to.
Communications are anything but, and way too often,
we feel scattered on a pervasive Tower of Babel. Civility is strained, sense and sensibility are mired in

thick fog, and the horizon we look to wavers
like heat rising off a desert mirage displaced
from the plane of reality.
This is not to say that we can’t get to wherever
it is we’re going to. Wherever it is, is not fully
known to us in liminal time. But getting there is still
an “us” getting there. One’s gotta have some faith—in
our better selves and each others’. After all, if we
aren’t to where we can talk turkey yet (or have it to
eat for that matter) at our gatherings, which may include some strongly divergent perspectives, we can
nevertheless gather and share some cheer and be open
to values we can build from.
Grace is not just a blessing over a meal. It is a
stance we offer and seek to achieve in our interactions. Even when our capacity for it feels as if in short
supply and marooned on an emotionally distant dock
somewhere, the goods are there. Maybe some things
we need to figure out, such as, how to repackage or go
the extra mile to hand-deliver face to face, heart to
heart, vision to substance. Covid-fallout is not over
and neither is our evolution from it. Medical procedures attend to our bodies. Awakening is a healthy
infusion from us in an act of unification. Change may
be fraught with risk, even peril, but also an opportunity, sometimes marked “fragile: handle with care” and
sometimes tough as nails—and cushioned against
breakage with kindness.
May our Season’s Greetings be an open one.
With or without the wrappings, there really are not
empty boxes when we are present in heart and soul.
—Victoria Seever

Month of Sundays—December 2021—Alternatives to Violence of the Palouse
Our Month of Sundays recipient for December is Alternatives to Violence of the Palouse. ATVP provides
24-hour emergency and supportive services to family and sexual violence victims and their children in Latah
County, Idaho and Whitman County, Washington. Services are available for concerned, supportive family
members, friends and community members. ATVP services are free, confidential, and provided to clients
without discrimination based on physical or mental disability, race, ethnicity, color, religion, political beliefs,
gender, gender identity (or expression), age, national origin, citizenship, ancestry, sexual orientation, marital
or familial status, pregnancy, income, veteran status, or any other basis prohibited by federal, state, or local
law.
ATVP also has an outreach and education program that focuses on increasing understanding, awareness,
and ultimately on preventing family and sexual violence. ATVP is committed to providing services within an
empowerment model, offering clients the opportunity to consider a wide range of options as the individual
needs and circumstances dictate and a safe, supportive environment in which to reach decisions. Within this
framework, ATVP advocates work to ensure that people have the best possible information, identify useful
resources, and help clients put their decisions into practice.
ATVP can be reached at the 24-hour crisis hotline: 1-877-334-2887, 1-509-332-HELP (4357), or 1-208883-HELP (4357). Web site atvp.org.
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UUCP

Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palouse
PO Box 9342
Moscow, ID 83843
Return Service Requested
Mail Pledge Payments to address above

REFUSED

If you no longer wish to receive this
newsletter, please check the box
above and return.
We pay the postage. Thank you.

General Church Information

UUCP Phone: 208-882-4328
Office Email: uuchurch@palouseuu.org
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Stevens, Minister
Judy LaLonde, Treasurer: 208-882-3556
http://www.palouseuu.org

Would you like to receive email updates from the UUCP?
Sign me up for the UUCP list, which receives notices of UUCP events, activities, etc.
Sign me up for the Non-UUCP list, which receives notices of events, activities, etc. not directly related to the UUCP but of likely interest to our members and friends.
My email address is:
(please print clearly!)
Please update my email address!
New email address:
Old email address:
Please print clearly.
Place in drop box into church office, email uuchurch@palouseuu.org,
OR mail to UUCP, PO Box 9342, Moscow, ID 83843
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