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All of our services in May will be online, via Zoom.
May 2, 10:00 am
Pathways to Healing & Regeneration
Guest Speaker: Rev. Yadenee Hailu
When you imagine pathways to personal, social and ecological healing and regeneration, what do you see? Who is with you on your journey? What transforms
and gives way to new beginnings? Who and/or what are you accountable to
along the way? Join UU Ministry for Earth and The Reverend Yadenee Hailu for
a special Earth Sunday worship service exploring these questions in a collective
journey on the pathways to healing and regeneration.
May 9, 10:00 am
Flower Communion
Service Leader: Rev. Dr . Elizabeth Stevens
Our annual celebration of each beautiful and unique member of our community.
Participate in person by bringing and taking a flower to our May Day Celebration at PCEI on Sunday, May 2, 12-2 pm, and/or participate virtually by taking a
selfie of yourself holding a favorite flower and sending it to us by Wednesday,
May 5.
May 16, 10:00 am
Beautiful and Beloved
Service Leader: Rev. Dr . Elizabeth Stevens and Fr iends
In this service, we’ll learn from the experiences of our LGBTQIA+ siblings. Together, we’ll recommit to creating a world where all people are supported and
celebrated in the fullness of who they are and who they are becoming.
May 23, 10:00 am
Called Forth
Service Leader: Rev. Dr . Elizabeth Stevens and Ryan Ur ie
Our annual bridging service will lift up life transitions while inviting us into reflections around the way life continually calls us forward into learning & growth.
May 30, 10:00 am
In Memoriam
Service Leader: Rev. Dr . Elizabeth Stevens
This Memorial Day weekend, we’ll attempt a fuller reckoning of the true cost of
our nation’s addiction to war and violence that includes the lingering psychological effects of multiple deployments, the militarization of the police, and the epidemic of mass shootings.

A Plea for Our Month of Sundays Program
We have been lucky to be able to meet virtually in this era of self-quarantine and social isolation. I want to remind you of our mission to minister to the needs of people in our community who are struggling in these times because of loss of income, food insufficiency because of loss of school lunches and breakfasts, loss of social services,
illness and other things we can’t even imagine. As part of our mission to be of help, we collect money every Sunday
and give it to local agencies who work to meet these needs. Since we do not have a collection in our virtual services,
we need to help by sending checks and cash to the church office to support our Month of Sundays program. Please
indicate on your check or cash envelope that it is to go to the Month of Sundays program. Thank you for caring.
—Mary Jo Hamilton

Minister’s Pages
Minister’s Musings: May 2021
Everything that slows us down and forces patience,
everything that sets us back into the slow circles of nature, is a help. Gardening is an instrument of grace.
May Sarton
I still remember the excitement of my first garden.
After years of apartment living, I couldn’t wait to get
my hands dirty. It sure put a damper on things when
my mother, mother-in-law, grandmother, and then my
next-door-neighbor all said the same thing. “Don’t do
anything until you’ve lived there for a year." I went to
the library and got out gardening books, and they all
said the same thing. Wait a year. Watch the garden
through an entire growing cycle before you make any
big changes.
It was really hard not to AT LEAST put in some
bulbs. But I waited- and I was glad. Because the ugly
tangle of brush I had been thinking would need to be
dug up turned out to be a badly pruned forsythia, that -after a proper trimming-- was simply glorious. A bush
I thought a weed actually was a peony. The sapling I
assumed was a 'volunteer' was a Japanese maple.
Over the course of the year, I learned the patterns
of sun exposure. I found out which portions of our little lot got mucky when it rained. I invited many, many
experienced gardeners to walk through with me to help
identify plants and give me advice on how to make
things more attractive. Then I began the long process
of making the space my own.
One of my favorite gardening books is called Spiritual Gardening. It offers up a philosophy that makes a
lot of sense to me. On the one hand, gardeners need to

acquire detailed knowledge about each plant, through
some combination of books, expert advice and trialand-error. We enter into a relationship with the plant,
and learn its needs and preferences over time. On the
other hand, gardeners also need to keep some larger
plan in mind. We have to be aware of the underlying
design principles, keeping a bird’s eye view. Through
some miraculous process, these two separate
knowledge sets converge. Though it takes many years,
we eventually wind up with a healthy, beautiful garden.
Gardening reminds us that it’s okay to make mistakes. It’s a very forgiving medium. If a plant doesn’t
have enough water, it’ll get brown and dry, but if I water it, usually it comes back. If I over-prune or underprune, it'll look funny for a while, but it usually survives. If the soil acidity is wrong, once I fix it, things
do grow. If something doesn't 'bloom where it's planted,' it's not a huge deal to move it.
Above all, gardening teaches us patience. In our
culture of instant gratification and twenty-four hour
online shopping, to commit to a multi-year project is a
revolutionary act. Watching the plants grow over time,
watching the garden take shape over time, reminds us
that we, too, grow slowly. We, too, take shape over
the course of a lifetime.
I wish you all the grace of the garden. May you
have a little patch of earth (or a big plot of land) to cultivate, and may the lessons you learn digging in the
dirt help you cultivate wisdom, spiritual depth, and
compassion in your own life. As May Sarton says,
“Help us to be ever faithful gardeners of the spirit….”

April UUCP Board Meeting Summary
We’re approving the hiring of an Audio/Visual consultant to help us develop a
plan for wiring the sanctuary and the rest of the building for our future technology
needs?
We’re asking the safety committee to develop some metrics and guidelines that
we can use for in person meetings.

Grief Support Group
Grief comes to everyone at some point in life. If you are grieving the loss of a
loved one (two or four legged), through death, divorce, illness, moving away, the
loss of a job, a home, or community you are welcome to join our Grief group, which
meets on the first Monday of the month from 6:00-7:00 pm. The next meeting is
April 5.
Organized by the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palouse. Everyone is
welcome. The group meets on Zoom: https://palouseuu-org.zoom.us/j/5358085754
Meeting ID: 535 808 5754
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PPQ & Wholly
Crones
Both
groups are
meeting
regularly
via Zoom—
contact Mary
Jo Hamilton
for more information.

Minister’s Pages
Church Chat: When Can We Get Together Again?
“Be safe, be smart, be kind.”
Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
WHO Director General
I know. We are tired of zoom. Frustrated at being
cooped up. Desperate to gather together, sing together,
break bread together, be together. I know because someone asks me almost every day, “So…when do you think
we’ll be able to have church in person again?” And I
know because I feel it as much (if not more) than the
rest of you!!!
And.
It’s going to be a while. Why?
 Church worship services are super-spreader
events.
 There isn’t a vaccine for children yet, and we
won’t resume ‘normal’ services until and unless the
kids can join us safely.
 We aren’t going to ask about vaccination status,
or require proof of vaccination, which means that
any church event should be assumed to have unvaccinated attendees.
 Because of all of the above, we can’t go ‘back’
until we have the capacity to do high quality ‘multiplatform’ worship, fully accessible both to people
zooming in AND people who are there in person.
Specifically, we need a sound system that works for
both amplification (in person) and broadcast.
 If we were to try to rent space somewhere, that
sound system would need to be mobile- able to be

transported from place to place. And we can’t really
afford (financially or in terms of human resources)
to do a good job both on a mobile set up and on our
permanent set up for when we can return to the sanctuary.
This doesn’t mean we can’t gather in person. We’ve
been gathering in person all along! But we’ll continue to
do so in smaller groups, outside, masked, and distanced.
If you are in a small group where people voluntarily self
-identify as fully vaccinated, and EVERYONE IS COMFORTABLE, you may be able to relax some or even all
of these precautions in accordance with CDC guidelines.
However, to be courteous, the group should do whatever
is necessary to make each member feel safe.
We will probably try some in person worship experiences, outside, masked and distanced (but in slightly
larger numbers). Some parts will need to be prerecorded. We’ll continue with our Zoom services; parts
of those will need to be pre-recorded as well if we are
simultaneously holding in-person, outdoor worship.
We won’t be able to worship all together, those
of us who prefer to worship virtually and those of us
who worship in person, until we are back in our
building.
This is disappointing, I know. It breaks my heart a
little every time I have to explain it. But I am so proud
of all the ways we’ve found to weave community under
these strange and traumatic circumstances! I believe that
when we can gather, we will be stronger, more compassionate, more resilient, and more courageous than ever.

UUCP Staff Information
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Stevens, Minister
Office hours by appointment—to make an appointment, follow this
link: calendly.com/revehstevens
Zoom Room #662-139-0963

Ginger Yoder, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration
On Sabbatical from April 9—August 9; please contact Rev. Elizabeth, Ryan Urie, or Summer Stevens.
Ryan Urie, Family Ministries Assistant
Email: traigo12@gmail.com
Summer Stevens, Administrative Secretary — office now
in the Methodist Church
Phone: 208-882-4328
Email: uuchurch@palouseuu.org
Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 2:30-4:30, in the borrowed office at the Methodist Church; Monday, Wednesday, & Friday afternoons—working from home

Paul Thompson, Music Director
musicdirector@palouseuu.org
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2021 UUCP Board
Fran Rodriguez, President
Judy Brown, Vice President
Ellery Blood, Recording Secretary
Duane DeTemple
Diane Prorak
Rich Alldredge
Marcus Smith
Karen Jennings
Margaret Dibble
Treasurers:
Judy LaLonde & Sue Engels

Family Ministries and RE – May 2021
New Programs and Activities!
7 Principles Program for Kids!
Since we can’t gather the children in person just yet, let us bring RE to you! This eight-week, at-home program will help teach your children about the 7 UU Principles with prerecorded videos of our RE teachers reading stories about each week’s principle and by providing fun activities you can do as a family. If you are interested, email Ryan Urie (ryan.urie@palouseuu.org). We look forward to helping your children learn our UU
values and nurture their spiritual identity!
Adult RE: Creative Recovery Group
This is a new group based on The A rtist’s Way by Julia Cameron to help those who are creatively stuck unleash their repressed creativity and build their artistic confidence. This group is for visual artists, writers, musicians…anyone with a creative spark, whatever the medium. If you’d like to challenge your fears and limiting
beliefs to rediscover the artist within, contact Ryan Urie (ryan.urie@palouseuu.org).
The group will meet weekly for two hours (day and time TBD) and will be self-organized following the initial
meeting. It will run from June through August, with the option to continue thereafter if the group so chooses.
Membership is limited to 12, though we can create multiple groups if there is sufficient interest. Each participant will need a copy of The A rtist’s Way, which RE is happy to provide by request.
May 2: Drive-Thru Ren Fair!
Come one, come all, to a socially-distanced Renaissance Fair replacement event! We couldn't wait another
year to cook up our black beans, dress up in tie dye and dandelion crowns, or enjoy the rhythms of marimba,
so we decided to host our very own event! You can choose to drive through the looped parking lot and just
pick up treats and activities to take home or to stay and enjoy whatever weather we happen to have. We will
also be doing an activity in preparation for the May 9 Flower Communion, so bring a cut flower if you have
one (if not, some will be provided on site). There may even be special ROYAL visitors from Ren Fairs past!
Interested in helping out with preparing food or donating time/money/supplies, or have questions? Contact
Marisa Gibler at marisa.perdue@gmail.com or (208) 505-0239.

Ongoing Activities
Sunday In-Person Gatherings, 12—2 @ PCEI Nancy Taylor Pavilion
All are welcome to gather, rain or shine, at the PCEI Nature Center each Sunday at noon. Snacks, drinks, and
activities will be provided. The pavilion is mostly sheltered, and there is a playground for children to explore.
Both PCEI and our church have COVID requirements in place; we will split into groups of 10 or less, wear
masks, and socially distance at least 6 feet between non-family members.
Youth Group (Middle and High Schoolers), Sundays 12-1 @ PCEI
May 2: Take par t in the UUCP Dr ive-Thru Renaissance Fair at PCEI!!!
May 9: Meet at PCEI to make car ds and bouquets for the elder member s of our chur ch family.
May 16: Finish discussing T his Book Is A nti-Racist and decide what to do next.
May 23: Make plans for summer Youth Group.*
May 30: Year-end party!
*From June—August weekly Youth Group gatherings will be replaced by monthly events to be determined.

Family Dinner Ministry, Wednesday, May 19, 6 pm

Sign up today for our May Dinner Ministry! We will deliver a “night off” for your family in the form of a
hot meal and children’s activities. We will also include a preaddressed, stamped card you can decorate to send
Ginger your love and support during her Sabbatical.
We have discontinued the Zoom component of this event, so play to just enjoy some quality time with
your loved ones. Sign up by Wednesday, May 12 so we can plan to include your family! The link to sign up
should have been emailed to you and is also on Facebook. Questions can be sent to Hydee Becker
(hydeetubbs@hotmail.com) who has graciously agreed to head this up during Ginger’s sabbatical.
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Living the 7th UU Principle — The World You Want Is Up to You:
Tell Us How Nature Inspires You
Here is an activity for that time when you're motivated to spend time in wonder.
Thinking about nature, which animal, plant or place inspires you most? What or who inspired your love of nature? When you think about nature, what words or feelings come to
mind? Do you feel hopeful about the future of nature?
What do you want to do to protect nature?

UUCP Environmental Task Force May 2021 Report
According to a Native American proverb, "We do not inherit the Earth from our
ancestors; we borrow it from our children."
Nez Perce member James Holt, participated
in the excellent Restorative Justice Panel
attended by many of our members that was
organized by our local human rights groups.
Restorative justice is an important beginning
to healing both individuals and our communities. Ken Faunce has announced another future
presentation of this excellent event.
Both mining projects and pipelines as well as efforts to stop wood cutting for pellets attracted interest
from group members that sent in comments. The Idaho
issue that seemed to be more important to us was opposing the tax hike on electric vehicles. We are looking forward to the next opportunity to get together
with all our electric vehicles similar to the one several
years ago in Rosauers’ parking lot.
Several petitions have been circulated: The Clean
Water Act and the Equal Access to Justice for victims
of Gun Violence Act. Protecting Bristol Bay is still an
important issue.
Members in attendance at Moscow's Sustainability Workshop learned about the efforts the city is taking to develop plans to establish a realistic path to carbon neutrality. We were certainly pleased to hear that

the 2010 goal for a 20% reduction of greenhouse gases by 2020 had been achieved.
Many of us were concerned about the
Idaho efforts to kill wolves in SB 1211 and
HB 1211. These bills aim to kill 90% of Idaho's wolves and members have been contacting Gov. Little to veto these bills. We'll
keep you informed along with other wolf
issues.
Many of you probably remember the film we
showed at the Kenworthy about OR 93 named Journey
who traveled across Washington and Oregon becoming the first wolf in California in almost 100 years.
Amaroq Weiss from the Center for Biological Diversity has released an excellent film "The Return of the
Wolf" available on the Center of the Wolf Campaign
Website.
An old man has been reputed to say, “Erasers are
made for those who make mistakes”. A youth replied,
“Erasers are made for those willing to admit their mistakes.” Let us all work toward a world with fewer mistakes. Travel Editor George Stone writes, "Earth Day
should be every day." Please join us at our next meeting in May to plan for more Earth Days. We will also
be tabling at Farmers Market and will love to have
your help.
—Pat Rathmann

Moscow-Pullman Meditation Group

Mah Jongg Party

The UUCP's Moscow/Pullman Meditation Group is currently using alternative meeting methods—contact Cynthia
Pierce-Garnett at moscowpullmanmindfullness@gmail.com !
You can learn more about us at nwmindfulness.wordpress.com or on Facebook at moscow / pullman meditation group. For questions,
email Cynthia Pierce-Garnett, group facilitator,
at moscowpullmanmindfulness@gmail.com
Joining a meditation group can motivate you to
maintain a consistent practice!

No Mah Jongg until the Isolate-at-Home
policy is rescinded, which may be a while.
And, it’s hard to play Mah Jongg over Zoom.
This is a good time for you all to teach your
co-quarantining family and
roommates how to play Mah
Jongg. I hope we can meet in
person to play soon.
—Mary Jo Hamilton
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Idahoans for a Fair Wage
Hello,
My name is Carol Sevier, Co-President for Idahoans for a Fair Wage. We are an organization committed to raising the minimum wage in Idaho. The organization was founded to put an initiative on the ballot in
Nov 2020 but our efforts were halted due to COVID19. We are under new leadership and working to raise
the minimum wage in Idaho through support of efforts
at the federal level, re-launching a statewide initiative
and/or promoting businesses that are already paying
well above the current minimum wage.
Despite Idaho’s touted low employment rates and
reputation for a low cost of living, 1 in 7 Idahoans live
in poverty. A living wage for one person, even in the
least costly areas of the state, is over $13.50/hour today, yet 35% of hourly workers in Idaho earn less than
$13.50/hr. It is time to give hardworking Idahoans a
much needed raise!
Having been a member of the Boise Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship in the past, I understand the
concern your congregation has for social justice issues. Paying people a living wage not only allows
them to achieve a modest standard of living, it has also been acknowledged to reduce racial inequities, reduce the number of suicides and lessen the mental
health concerns for both adults and children.*
We are in the process of building a statewide network of volunteers to assist us in raising wages. As
options for increasing the minimum wage at the federal level have dimmed, we are preparing to put an initi-

ative on the ballot for Nov 2022, which has been made
more difficult given the restrictive SB 1110 legislation
recently passed.
We would like to invite people in your congregation and community willing to help us. We need assistance in the following areas:
Share contact information to keep supporters informed – go to https://www.fairwageid.org/ to sign up
for our newsletter
Volunteers to collect signatures within your
church community and the community at large
Identify people you know living with low wages
that are willing to share their stories.
Identify businesses you are aware of that are
paying significantly higher than the $7.25/hr minimum wage to allow us to promote them. When people
know who they are, they can support them and help
workers seeking employment find options for jobs
paying living wages.
Financial contributions to fund this work.
It will take an heroic effort to put an initiative on
the ballot to improve people’s lives. Thank you for
any help you can provide in sharing our message, calls
to action and referrals you can provide!
Regards,
Carol Sevier, Co-President
Idahoans for a Fair Wage, Inc.
csevier@cableone.net
(208) 283-8030
https://www.fairwageid.org/

Month of Sundays—May 2021: Weekend Food for Kids
The Month of Sundays recipient for May is Weekend
Food for Kids. The mission of Weekend Food for Kids
(WFFK) is to supplement the Moscow School District’s free
summer lunch program by providing food for summer weekends to children living in food-insecure circumstances.
This program has been offered jointly by UUCP and St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church since 2015. Last summer demand
was higher than ever, and we provided over 2000 bags of
food over 14 weeks. We expect another summer where the
need for the supplementary food will be high.
The bags contain kid-friendly easy-to-prepare foods like
Mac and Cheese, chili, instant oatmeal, chocolate milk, juice,
granola bars, applesauce, fresh and canned vegetables, and
cereal as well as assorted snacks. We supply fresh summer
fruits such as apricots, cherries and plums donated by local growers for much of the summer. We rely on donations to purchase food and depend on our volunteers to shop for food, glean the fruit, pack the bags and distribute them every Friday. For more information contact Mary Jo Hamilton
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Social Justice Update
What is Social Justice? This is an important question since in Idaho right now education and our teachers
are under attack. They are accused of indoctrinating children by promoting social justice and critical race theory. It started with attacks on diversity programs in higher education and has now moved to attacking K-12
teachers in the state.
One member of the Idaho legislature used as her evidence that teachers in Idaho were using To Kill a
Mockingbird in English classes. She claimed that using this book (which has been used for decades) is promoting social justice and causing white students to think that there was racism in the United States. She also complained that teachers were using books by non-white authors. This is a disgusting attack on our educators,
which is especially disturbing after the educators in our state have worked extremely hard during the pandemic
to educate the students in our state with limited resources. Unitarian Universalists have a strong commitment
to social justice.
So, what is Social Justice?
Social justice is the fair treatment of all people in a society, including respect for the rights of minorities
and equitable distribution of resources among members of a community. While concepts of social justice can
be found in classical and Christian philosophical sources, from Plato and Aristotle to Augustine of Hippo and
Thomas Aquinas, the term “social justice” finds its earliest uses in the late 18th century.
Social Justice as a concept appeared in the early 19th century during the Industrial Revolution and subsequent civil revolutions throughout Europe, which aimed to create more egalitarian societies and remedy capitalistic exploitation of human labor. Because of the stark differences between the wealthy and the poor during
this time, early social justice advocates focused primarily on capital, property, and the distribution of wealth.
By the mid-20th century, social justice had expanded from being primarily concerned with economics to
include other areas of social life, including the environment, race, gender, and other causes and manifestations
of inequality. Concurrently, social justice expanded from being measured and enacted only by the nation-state
(or government) to include a universal human dimension.
So, the question is why do some people in Idaho dislike the idea that all people should be treated fairly
and equitably? What is wrong with allowing people equal access to health and opportunity?
We need to pay close attention to what members of our state government are doing. I encourage you to
contact our state officials and stand up against misconceptions of social justice and help work to end inequality
and racism in our state. We need to support our educators and their important work in educating our children.
It is becoming clear that some people do not want our young people to be well educated critical thinkers. The
question we need to ask is why?
Normally, the UU Church would be involved with selling food at the Ren Fair this month to raise money
for good causes. Sadly, this is not possible this year, but we will be doing it again in the future. The Weekend
Food for Kids program will be starting soon, so please keep an eye out for information.
Also, hopefully this August we will be able to participate in the Palouse Pride Festival. I will keep you
updated on future events. If you have any questions, please contact Ken Faunce at kfaunce@roadrunner.com.
Please keep pushing for social justice
—Ken Faunce

March MoS Recipient Total
Our March recipient of the Month of Sundays collection was Food not
Bombs of the Palouse, an organization devoted to eliminating food insecurity
and preventing food waste on the Palouse. They offer a free vegetarian/vegan
meal every Sunday and invite all to come and help prepare food. They deliver
food to those who need delivery, offer free groceries, and provide other community services. For more information, check their Facebook page. UUCP donated $1,749.00 to FNB in March.
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UUCP

Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palouse
PO Box 9342
Moscow, ID 83843
Return Service Requested
Mail Pledge Payments to address above

REFUSED

If you no longer wish to receive this
newsletter, please check the box
above and return.
We pay the postage. Thank you.

General Church Information

UUCP Phone: 208-882-4328
Office Email: uuchurch@palouseuu.org
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Stevens, Minister
Judy LaLonde, Treasurer: 208-882-3556
http://www.palouseuu.org

Would you like to receive email updates from the UUCP?
Sign me up for the UUCP list, which receives notices of UUCP events, activities, etc.
Sign me up for the Non-UUCP list, which receives notices of events, activities, etc. not directly related to the UUCP but of likely interest to our members and friends.
My email address is:
(please print clearly!)
Please update my email address!
New email address:
Old email address:
Please print clearly.
Place in drop box into church office, email uuchurch@palouseuu.org,
OR mail to UUCP, PO Box 9342, Moscow, ID 83843

8

