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All of our services in April will be online, via Zoom.
April 4, 10:00 am
Rise!
Service Leader: Rev. Dr . Elizabeth Stevens
Our Easter service this year will celebrate the resilience of the human spirit.
Though we stumble and fall, though we are fallible, mortal, and grieving still we
find the courage to transform.
April 11, 10:00 am
Apocalypse When? Weaving the World Anew
Guest Minister: Rev. Leisa Huyck
Muriel Rukeyser has said that the universe is composed not of atoms, but of stories. One of the most fundamental, and fear-inducing, stories of the dominant
culture is that The Apocalypse--the end of the world--is looming near. But what
does the word "apocalypse" really mean? How can we let go of old stories that
cause fear and suffering, and embrace new stories that bring possibility and
hope?
Rev. Dr. Leisa Huyck was an ecologist who worked in sustainability research
and education for 20 years before becoming a minister. She is called to help
bring about the spiritual transformation our culture needs in order to live on our
beautiful blue-green planet sustainably, with love and justice for all. UUCP has a
very special place in her heart, because it is where she discovered Unitarian Universalism three decades ago.
April 18, 10:00 am
The Roots of Hate
Service Leader: Rev. Dr . Elizabeth Stevens
In response to vandalism at Temple Beth Shalom in Spokane, the UU church
(along with other local churches and organizations) has committed to a preach in/
teach in on how to counter hate crime and anti-Semitism in our local context.
How can we uproot hate and grow, instead, a culture that sees and celebrates the
inherent worth and dignity of all people?
April 25, 10:00 am
Celebrating Earth Day
Service Leaders: Rev. Dr . Elizabeth Stevens and Elliott Moffat
This will be a service of awe and thanksgiving for our miraculous planet. We’ll
hear reflections from Elliott Moffat, a member of the Nez Perce Tribe who has
been active in the Nimiipuu Protecting the Environment and together reaffirm
our commitment to cherish our Blue Boat Home.

A Plea for Our Month of Sundays Program
We have been lucky to be able to meet virtually in this era of self-quarantine and social isolation. I want to remind you of our mission to minister to the needs of people in our community who are struggling in these times because of loss of income, food insufficiency because of loss of school lunches and breakfasts, loss of social services,
illness and other things we can’t even imagine. As part of our mission to be of help, we collect money every Sunday
and give it to local agencies who work to meet these needs. Since we do not have a collection in our virtual services,
we need to help by sending checks and cash to the church office to support our Month of Sundays program. Please
indicate on your check or cash envelope that it is to go to the Month of Sundays program. Thank you for caring.
—Mary Jo Hamilton

Minister’s Pages
Minister’s Musings: April 2021
Whenever you should doubt your self-worth, remember the lotus flower. Even though it plunges to life
from beneath the mud, it does not allow the dirt that
surrounds it to affect its growth or beauty.
― Suzy Kassem
We’ve reached the point in the year when the
weather is variable and the hills of the Palouse are,
well, pretty muddy. Every time I go for a hike with my
dogs, they come back covered in muck. I feel badly
for them; it’s still pretty cold to be hosed down. But I
figure the fun of romping in the woods and streams is
probably worth it.
This is a transition time, when it’s not quite spring
but not really winter anymore. I find that extremely
frustrating. I am ready for warm days, for wildflowers,
the joys of spring. I found myself heading down to
Clarkston the other day just so that I could hike in shirt
sleeves!
But here’s the thing- transitions are messy. Butterflies in the cocoon? Turn into mush. Human beings,
meanwhile, must endure the spongy discomfort of the
neutral zone when we are moving through change or
transformation.
What, though, if we didn’t just endure it? What if
we could learn to enjoy it, the way my dogs love their
messy romps? What if we could reclaim the feeling we
had as children, stomping in puddles and making mud-

pies?
Our building is under construction. We don’t
know when or how or where we might gather. We
haven’t yet figured out the technology to merge our inperson gatherings with our new online presence, but
we know we can’t go back.
I am so incredibly hungry for that feeling of being
in a room together, raising our voices and being community in a more embodied way. My longing for
warmer weather pales in comparison! But I know that
these things can’t be rushed.
Can I respond to the pressure to meet in person,
both internal and external, with patience? Can I look
forward to a time of trial and error, of mushiness, of
bad connections and missteps? Can It feel like an adventure rather than a slog?
Just as I trust the wildflowers to emerge, in time,
from the mud, I trust that we will find our way. I don’t
know what or where or how. But I have deep faith in
our resilience and creativity as a community.
Whatever comes next won’t be the same as what
we have now. It won’t be the same as what we had
before quarantine. It will be something new and different and forward-going. I don’t know exactly what it
will be. But whatever shape our community gatherings
take in the future, I know they will be beautiful and
full of love and joy.

Month of Sundays—April 2021:
Moscow Food Bank & Inland Oasis Food Bank
The Month of Sundays recipients for April will be the Moscow Food Bank and
the Inland Oasis Food Bank. Many people in our congregation volunteer at food
banks and know firsthand how great the need is. Our local food banks offer help to
those who need access to nutritional food.
Nutritional counseling, information on food purchases and preparation and
household budget assistance are also available. Cash gifts allow food bank directors
to purchase some items in bulk and also to make some urgently needed items available, such as toothpaste, dishwashing soap and baby diapers.

PPQ & Wholly
Crones
Both groups
are meeting
regularly via
Zoom—
contact Mary Jo Hamilton for
more information.

March UUCP Board Meeting Summary
We’ve signed the construction contract.
UUCP has been approved for another Paycheck Protection Program loan.
Change is coming with the music program as Paul is leaving us for new adventures in Milwaukee.
This was Ginger’s last board meeting until she returns from sabbatical in August. The transition to the
Family ministry
program sabbatical committee is going smoothly.
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Minister’s Pages
Church Chat: Ginger’s Going on Sabbatical!
The wise rest at least as hard as they work.
― Mokokoma Mokhonoana
Those of you who have been around for a few
years remember my sabbatical. I was away from February through August of 2019. It was a rich and transformative time for me. I found inspiration, deep healing, and my well of creativity, which had been running a little low (if I am honest) got filled to the brim.
It was a tremendous gift and blessing. Thank you.
Our amazing Director of Family Minister, Ginger
Yoder, is due for sabbatical as well - and though she
had some hesitation around being away in the midst of
the building project and the transition to hybrid ministry, she also more than deserves to receive this gift.
My prayer for her is that she experiences the same
deep healing and refilling of wells. Our love and support will hold her while she’s away.
Meanwhile, sabbaticals are a gift for the community as well. We are going to learn a lot about what
Ginger does as we receive back the ministry we entrusted her with all these years. We’ll continue to have
staff support (both Ryan Urie and Theo Jones will be
holding parts of her portfolio). However, this is a
golden opportunity for the congregation as a whole to
recommit to our ministry to children and families.
Ginger does SO MUCH on our behalf, and I happen to know that she loves her job and receives a lot
of satisfaction from her work. We hear a similar sense
of joy and satisfaction from the folks who volunteer

with young people. Here’s the thing: there aren’t
many structures outside individual families where authentic, multi-generational community can form and
thrive. Our ministry to children and families is at the
core of who we are and is perhaps the greatest contribution we have to offer.
When we have such a stellar leader in place,
(Ginger is amazing!!) it’s easy to get complacent. She
does so much to make sure that every child and parent
that connect with our community, online or in person,
feels loved. She has handed her ministry back to us for
a time, trusting us to do make sure that no one falls
through the cracks.
This doesn’t mean we’ll do everything in the
same ways she did. Her ministry may change and shift
while she’s away, and our understanding of the congregation’s ministry to children and families is malleable as well. Sabbatical offers an invaluable opportunity to examine and reset priorities, programs and
procedures.
That said, we do need to make sure to uphold her
high standards of providing love and care. If the shifting gets messy and you feel you need additional support, please do let someone know. And if you have it
in you to reach out to others just a little more often,
please do that as well.
We’ve got this. And we will welcome Ginger
back with joyful hearts when she returns in August.

UUCP Staff Information
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Stevens, Minister
Office hours by appointment—to make an appointment, follow this
link: calendly.com/revehstevens
Zoom Room #662-139-0963

Ginger Yoder, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration
On Sabbatical from April 9—August 9; please contact Rev. Elizabeth, Ryan Urie, or Summer Stevens.
Ryan Urie, Family Ministries Assistant
Email: traigo12@gmail.com
Summer Stevens, Administrative Secretary — office now
in the Methodist Church
Phone: 208-882-4328
Email: uuchurch@palouseuu.org
Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 2:30-4:30, in the borrowed office at the Methodist Church; Monday, Wednesday, & Friday afternoons—working from home
Paul Thompson, Music Director
musicdirector@palouseuu.org
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2021 UUCP Board
Fran Rodriguez, President
Judy Brown, Vice President
Ellery Blood, Recording Secretary
Duane DeTemple
Diane Prorak
Rich Alldredge
Marcus Smith
Karen Jennings
Margaret Dibble
Treasurers:
Judy LaLonde & Sue Engels

Family Ministries Information
This Month in Family Ministry, April 2021
Easter Celebrations—Canned Good Hunt and Activities at PCEI, April 4, 12-2
All are welcome to come celebrate Easter at PCEI with our RE team! We will resume our annual canned food
hunt supporting local food banks, have natural egg dye stations and other crafts to celebrate. No matter your
age, come socially distanced / masked and celebrate with us!
Calling All Cans!! Easter Canned Good Hunt Needs Your Help
Our annual Easter Canned Good Hunt will be taking place at PCEI April 4th, 12 noon this year! We need all
the cans we can get for the children to hunt. Please bring your donations to PCEI by 11:45 on April 4 or drop
off at Ryan Uire’s porch 609 N Almon St #2011 beforehand. All are welcome to join us for the festivities
which will include crafts and activities for all ages.

7 Principles Project
Coming Soon to an inbox near you! We have a great way to engage in religious exploration at home with your
children on your own schedule and time! Each week Ryan will be sending out a session that includes a prerecorded story by one of our amazing RE teachers and some ideas for activities to do at home in a socially distanced safe way! These will be aimed at our elementary aged children and help bring the RE experience home
to you.
Ongoing Events
Sunday In-Person Gatherings, 12 pm, PCEI Nancy Taylor Pavilion
All are welcome to gather, rain or shine, at the PCEI Nature Center each Sunday at noon. We will have chairs
set up distanced as well as hot water and tea. The pavilion is mostly sheltered, and there is a playground for
children to explore. We will be offering additional activities and fun family things to do as the weather improves!!
** Please note that on April 11 we will not meet until 12:30 due to another event in the pavilion.
Both PCEI and our church have COVID requirements in place; we will split into groups of 10 or less, wear
masks, and socially distance at least 6 feet between non-family members.
Rainbow Circle Time, Wednesday 10 am, Yellow House Zoom Room
Each week we will hear a children’s story that illustrates one of our 7 principles. Songs and games round out
our time together as well as sharing and connection.
Family Dinner Ministry, Wednesday, April 21, 6 pm, Yellow House Zoom Room
Sign up today for our February Dinner Ministry! We will deliver a “night off” for your family including a
meal and children’s activities. We have a Zoom meetup planned aimed at children that will include a story and
sharing time, or you can just enjoy the time with your loved ones. Sign up by Wednesday, April 14 so we can
plan to include your family! Questions go to Hydee Becker who has graciously agreed to head this up during
Ginger’s sabbatical

Bread and Bowls Bowl Painting ~ PCEI, April 18 12-1 pm
Wild at Art, Bloom Café, Oak on Main, and other generous donors have come together to create a special project for our community called Bread and Bowls. Mirroring past Empty Bowl initiatives on the Palouse and
elsewhere, Wild at Art provides ceramic bowls hand painted by local community members to families receiving meals donated by area restaurants, food banks and other community-minded organizations. Our church is
invited to paint bowls today for this amazing project.

Grief Support Group
Grief comes to everyone at some point in life. If you are grieving the loss of a loved
one (two or four legged), through death, divorce, illness, moving away, the loss of a job, a
home, or community you are welcome to join our Grief group, which meets on the first
Monday of the month from 6:00-7:00 pm. The next meeting is April 5.
Organized by the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palouse. Everyone is welcome. The group meets
on Zoom: https://palouseuu-org.zoom.us/j/5358085754 Meeting ID: 535 808 5754
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Social Justice Update
Spring is returning to the Palouse and with the increasing availability of the vaccine hopefully we can have
more in person social activities. Disturbingly the country is also seeing a marked increase in anti-Asian racism.
Sadly, this is not a new situation. The United States has a long history of racism and violence toward Asian immigrants and Asian Americans.
In the nineteenth century attacks on Chinese immigrants were common. An example is the Chinese massacre
of 1871, when a mob in Los Angeles’ Chinatown attacked and murdered 19 Chinese residents, and this was not
the only occurrence. By 1875, the Page Exclusion Act, the nation’s first restrictive immigration law, prohibited the
entry of Chinese women. The growing anti-Asian sentiment came to a climax with the Chinese Exclusion Act of
1882, which banned the immigration of Chinese laborers.
From 1900-1904 the U.S. experienced a bubonic plague outbreak. While it had nothing to do with the Chinese
residents of San Francisco, they were scapegoated for the epidemic since the first victim identified was a Chines
immigrant. Police segregated the Chinatown neighborhood- allowing for whites to leave but containing the Chinese residents behind barbwire fences. Later many Asian-American immigrants were held at California’s Angel
Island for so called health reasons for several months.
Asian Americans have been regularly scapegoated during periods of national duress. World War II saw the
forced internment of about 120,000 Japanese Americans on the West Coast — an estimated 62 percent of whom
were U.S. citizens — in the wake of the attack on Pearl Harbor. After the Vietnam War, refugees from Southeast
Asia faced routine discrimination and hate, including attacks by Ku Klux Klan members on shrimpers in Texas.
And in 1982, Vincent Chin, a Chinese American, was beaten to death by two Detroit autoworkers who thought he
was Japanese. The killing took place during a recession that was partly blamed on the rise of the Japanese auto
industry.
For the past year, Asians, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders have been blamed for the pandemic — slander born of xenophobia and ignorance. Asian Americans have been physically attacked, verbally harassed, spat
upon, and subjected to racial slurs, and with the attack in Atlanta murdered.
So, Anti-Asian racism is nothing new and we as Unitarian Universalists need to support groups and individuals taking a stand against anti-Asian hate. We need to speak out and support our neighbors against this and all
types of violence, bigotry, discrimination and hate. Only by speaking out and standing against racism and hate
can we have a chance at improving the situation. The United States has a long history of racism, but we can do
better, and we must do better. It is long past time for a change.
With that in mind the Moscow Human Rights Commission, UI College of Law and UI College of Art & Architecture are sponsoring a forum on Restorative Justice on April 8th at 6:00 pm. Register in advance: https://
wsu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_V4JSFwB-RHqxI4kM-EXIuA
At the end of April will be a second forum on Restorative Justice. If you have any questions, please contact
Ken Faunce kfaunce@roadrunner.com
Middle and High School Youth Programing
Sundays 12-1 pm at PCEI or Online
Programming for our middle and high schoolers is a mix of social activities, games, outdoor adventures and
antiracism work through the book “This Book is Antiracist” by Tiffany Jewell. All meetups are done within current Covid protocols. A copy of the book is available for free. Contact Ginger Yoder or Ryan Urie for more information. Here are our upcoming plans for Youth Group:
April 4: Easter Celebrations! It is customar y for our youth to hide the canned goods for our younger
kiddos to find. Come directly at noon to take part in this fun annual event followed by treats and other crafts.
April 11: This Book Is Anti-Racist thr ough Chapter 16 fr om 12:30-1:30. Please note different time, we
will begin 30 minutes later than usual.
April 18: Bread and Bowls. Wild at Ar t, Bloom Café, Oak on Main and some gener ous donor s have
come together to create a special project for our community called Bread and Bowls. Mirroring past Empty Bowl
initiatives on the Palouse and elsewhere, Wild at Art provides ceramic bowls hand painted by local community
members to families receiving meals donated by area restaurants, food banks and other community-minded organizations. We will be painting bowls for this project today along with the rest of the community.
April 25: PCEI Environmental Service Project. We will be engaging in a volunteer wor k day pr oject to
help support PCEI.
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Living the 7th UU Principle — The World You Want Is Up to You
Early members of the Palouse Environmental Sustainability Coalition joined together to
create a much better world in the Palouse and here is their first manifesto-In the summer of 2012, Emma wrote: "Hello Readers! What a crazy start of the year, and
we're already halfway through! I am pleased to finally bring to you the summer edition of our Palouse Environmental Sustainability Coalition's newsletter, a place for articles, updates, event notices, and resources for
people aware of environmental issues and interested in knowing about how they can make a difference. Most
of you are already PESC-ky members but in case you're unfamiliar with who we are, I'd like to briefly present
our purpose: The mission of PESC is to help mitigate climate change and other significant threats to our environment by promoting and catalyzing responsible action. As a coalition, we engage with other organizations
that have environmental concerns and support and facilitate their efforts. PESC carries out its mission through
actions in (1) education, (2) civic engagement, and (3) community building. Thanks for reading. Until next
time, be Pesky!!
Nine years later, we are still going strong. PESC became the organization formed to include non-Church
as well as UUCP members. The other article in this newsletter, the UU Environmental Task Force, was formed
to carry out the same mission but whose membership was made up of church members only. Please tell your
non-church member friends about PESC!!
—Pat Rathmann

UUCP Environmental Task Force April 2021 Report
Another Pollinator Summit has come and
gone very successfully, and a Food Coalition
event has happened as well. We are very pleased
at the events we've been part of this past month.
We've joined forces with several different
groups. We "Took Action" with Greenpeace and participated in "Modernizing the Columbia River Treaty."
This latter event coordinated very well with our work
with breaching the lower Snake River Dams. We are
still participating with the groups in Alaska defending
the Bristol Bay in their efforts to stop the Pebble Mine.
Many of our members have sent comments to the
Alaskan EPA concerning this situation. Members have
also made public comments on the Nez Perce and
Clearwater Forest Plan Revision. Since these are due
on April 20, there is still time. The link is
sm.fs.fpr__npclw@usda.gov .
We've watched several films including "The Con-

dor and the Eagle" and "The Beaver Believers".
The latter film resonated with many of us due to
the tragic destruction of the beaver dam here in
Moscow. The film reminded us that if humans
would live closer to the life of beavers, this
world would be a better place. The producer did a
great job illustrating the only species we should be actively managing is the human species.
Members have also supported many federal acts.
Some we are encouraged to examine are The Migratory Bird Treaty Act that provides for prosecuting bird
deaths, The Grand Canyon Protection Act that bans
uranium mining, The Roadless Area Conservation Act
that protects roadless areas, and the For the People Act
that guarantees voting rights among other things.
We hope to join together for an event to celebrate
on April 22 so watch for the details.
—Pat Rathmann

Moscow-Pullman Meditation Group

Mah Jongg Party

The UUCP's Moscow/Pullman Meditation Group is currently using alternative meeting methods—contact Cynthia
Pierce-Garnett at moscowpullmanmindfullness@gmail.com !
You can learn more about us at nwmindfulness.wordpress.com or on Facebook at moscow / pullman meditation group. For questions,
email Cynthia Pierce-Garnett, group facilitator,
at moscowpullmanmindfulness@gmail.com
Joining a meditation group can motivate you to
maintain a consistent practice!

No Mah Jongg until the Isolate-at-Home
policy is rescinded, which may be a while.
And, it’s hard to play Mah Jongg over Zoom.
This is a good time for you all to teach your
co-quarantining family and
roommates how to play Mah
Jongg. I hope we can meet in
person to play soon.
—Mary Jo Hamilton
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Communication & Connection
One year in—dark clouds, not without
silver linings, but very dark clouds. Lives
lost that cannot be reclaimed. Countless
other situations—communal, financial,
emotional—still holding heavy rumblings
and jagged lightning strikes. But those silver linings offer significant insights and
opportunities for change. Notable among
them are enhanced social connections and more mindful communications, within self and with others.
We have greater awareness of the value of common services and the fragility of circumstances. We
have responded to and received care and kindness. We
are better focused on basic needs and inequity. We are
more in touch with our inner being and relationships,
even so-called strangers. Among the tatters and devastation from a year of COVID-19, there are the revelations of growth, purpose, and resilience. Just as it was
unimaginable that covid would go on and on for 12
going on 18 months, what might be imagined in another year down the road?
Of course, release from restricted activities and
resurrection those foregone during this time. But what
will fall as fresh restorative rain from those silver-

gilded edges on the storm? How much
greater understanding will soak in and
break ground as sturdy change? Will this
storm flush itself out and stronger light
streak through a new dawn? Is there not
always a saturation of light after a storm?
Crisis can connect us, cumulate and cultivate our strengths. Connecting, we learn
the language, the experiences, of others and we are
able then to articulate a more inclusive, impactful story of us. The pain of this pandemic has made us more
sensitive to context and deeper meaning. As we begin
to see the backside of this storm, slow-moving and
threatening as it still is, what sequels begin to form in
our collective minds and hearts?
In the glimmer of new vistas, what verdant, fruitful fare? Can we begin to feel it, maybe even with a
subtle excitement? It is easier to forge connections
than break them, because even when broken, human
nature seeks to mend them—seeds remain to rebuild
them. There are innumerable wonderful stories generated by this covid time. In the flow of them, in the life
-giving rain that nurtures us, may silver linings bring
us to better days: shared, together, transcendent.

A Message from the UUCP Board
I just joined the board, so I’d like to use this space of American history, with all its realized and unrealto introduce myself a bit. I’ve been in Moscow since ized potential. Amazingly, I landed a job leading the
1987—my husband Steve Cooke was a professor at
fiscal policy project of a Boise-based nonprofit. We
the University of Idaho. For my first several years, I worked for progressive tax policy and for better fundwas a full-time mom. I also got involved in several
ing for critical public services. I loved that job.
community groups: Friends of the Moscow Public LiI also travelled a lot. Eventually I found myself
brary, the Palouse-Clearwater Environmental Institute wanting to spend more time in Moscow. In 2011 I be(PCEI), Moscow’s Linear Park Task Force (now Mos- came PCEI’s business manager, another job I loved
cow Pathways Commission), the Moscow Public
and where I remained until I retired at the beginning of
Schools….
2020. Steve had retired in 2011, but in 2013 he got an
Before long, various friends began saying, “You intriguing job offer … in Charlotte, North Carolina,
should check out the Unitarian church. Their values where his mom (who just turned 100) also lives. We
are your values, and besides you’d know almost every- decided he would do that for a few years. My hectic
one there.” When we read in the newspaper that
travel schedule continued.
UUCP was welcoming a new minister, Steve said,
Over the years, I’ve participated in UUCP in nu“Let’s go.” Rev. Lynn Ungar’s first Sunday in the pul- merous ways, but I’ve never served on the board. After
pit was our first Sunday in attendance; we became
retiring, I promised myself I’d take a full year before
members soon thereafter. That was 29 years ago. By making any new commitments. I also decided that if
the way, for at least 20 of those years, the congrega- asked to serve on the UUCP board, I’d accept.
tion’s been dreaming and scheming of “more space!”
I’m looking forward to my next chapter as a retirMeanwhile, I went back to work. I’m an econo- ee. I’m also looking forward to UUCP’s next chapter,
mist and policy analyst. My passion has always been with our new building on the way. Here we go!
distributive justice, the combined result of watching
—Judy Brown
my parents struggling to make ends meet and my love
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UUCP

Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palouse
PO Box 9342
Moscow, ID 83843
Return Service Requested
Mail Pledge Payments to address above

REFUSED

If you no longer wish to receive this
newsletter, please check the box
above and return.
We pay the postage. Thank you.

General Church Information

UUCP Phone: 208-882-4328
Office Email: uuchurch@palouseuu.org
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Stevens, Minister
Judy LaLonde, Treasurer: 208-882-3556
http://www.palouseuu.org

Would you like to receive email updates from the UUCP?
Sign me up for the UUCP list, which receives notices of UUCP events, activities, etc.
Sign me up for the Non-UUCP list, which receives notices of events, activities, etc. not directly related to the UUCP but of likely interest to our members and friends.
My email address is:
(please print clearly!)
Please update my email address!
New email address:
Old email address:
Please print clearly.
Place in drop box into church office, email uuchurch@palouseuu.org,
OR mail to UUCP, PO Box 9342, Moscow, ID 83843
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