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Sunday Services — October 2020 
All of our services in October will be online, via Zoom. 

 

October 4, 10:00 am              Peace of Wild Things 
Service Leaders:  Ginger Yoder and Nancy Nelson 
Following a virtual worship service built around poetry and reflection, we are 
invited to go out into the woods, separately but at the same time, and create na-
ture mandalas. 
 

October 11, 10:00 am             Indigenous People’s Day 
Service Leader:  Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Stevens 
This service will showcase the voices and perspectives of indigenous activists, 
and will touch on the subject of reparations, de-colonization, and the fight to pro-
tect the planet. 
 

October 18, 10:00 am          Centered and Balanced 
Service Leader:  Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Stevens 
How do we stay strong and healthy in turbulent times? The mandalas we created 
two weeks ago will provide us with visual inspiration to reflect on this question 
together. 
 

October 25, 10:00 am                Awake! 
Service Leader:  Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Stevens 
These times require that we be awake, soul fully on board. How do we get there 
and stay there without becoming anxious or overwhelmed? 

A Plea for Our Month of Sundays Program 
We have been lucky to be able to meet virtually in this era of self-quarantine and social isolation. I want to re-

mind you of our mission to minister to the needs of people in our community who are struggling in these times be-
cause of loss of income, food insufficiency because of loss of school lunches and breakfasts, loss of social services, 
illness and other things we can’t even imagine. As part of our mission to be of help, we collect money every Sunday 
and give it to local agencies who work to meet these needs. Since we do not have a collection in our virtual services, 
we need to help by sending checks and cash to the church office to support our Month of Sundays program. Please 
indicate on your check or cash envelope that it is to go to the Month of Sundays program. Thank you for caring. 

—Mary Jo Hamilton 

The Racial Justice Book Club will be discussing racist history on the 
Palouse this month during its October 14 meeting. We will look at local 
history resources that describe the KKK on the Palouse, as well as the experience 
of Black people in the 20th century. Everyone is welcome to join us for our vir-
tual gathering. Email Nancy Nelson at nancy.nelson.moscow@gmail.com for a 
Zoom link. We are also reading a fictional novel by the talented contemporary 
Black author, Colson Whitehead. The book is available from local libraries. One 
copy is also available to borrow. Contact Nancy to arrange this.  

October 14 7 p.m. – read together and talk: Racist history on the Palouse.  
October 28 7 p.m. – Book discussion: The Underground Railroad by Colson 

Whitehead 

Racial Justice Book Club 

mailto:nancy.nelson.moscow@gmail.com
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At the end of the day, it isn’t where I came from. 
Maybe home is somewhere I’m going and never have 
been before. 

― Warsan Shire 
 

As I write this, I am sitting in a rented space in 
Scituate, Massachusetts, resting, refilling my wells of 
resilience and energy, and planning my trip home. I’m 
intending to travel in a bit more leisurely fashion; the 
drive East was absolutely grueling. I’m still working 
out the details, but have decided that my first stop will 
be the Allegheny National Forest in upstate Pennsyl-
vania. 

Things have changed while I’ve been away. The 
rate of COVID infection has skyrocketed in Pullman. 
The fires have devastated swaths of forest and impact-
ed the air quality. Justice Ginsberg’s death has thrown 
an already polarized nation into a frenzy of partisan 
nastiness. And the whole mask “controversy”, which 
isn’t an issue here in New England, just makes me 
scratch my head. 

When I think about the next couple of months, I 
will confess that I feel some anxiety. All kinds of un-
settling scenarios have been unfurling in my mind. I 
imagine cases overturned, protections lost, protests, 
disputed elections, and even Civil War. 

I have no long-term game plan beyond staying 
grounded, nurturing my spirit, loving as fiercely and 
bravely as I can, and taking it a day at a time. Stay hu-
man. Stay kind. Most importantly, stay together. 

I have missed being with you all, and this time 
working remotely has driven home for me just how 
much I need that 3rd dimension. I think we all do! As 
we settle in for the long haul, I am thinking about new 
and creative ways to connect that are safe, but don’t 
require electronics. I have loved the chalk art that I’ve 
seen, both at home and out here in New England. 
What if we got organized about it, and handed out 
chalk and specific assignments? If we wrote encourag-
ing messages in front of our friends’ homes? Or may-
be just in random places around town? 

Members of First Parish UU here in Scituate have 
put signs outside their homes that read, “Love Shows 
Up”. They have painted hearts and put them by the 
roadside. Everywhere I go, I have felt buoyed up by 
the knowledge that people who share our values are 
here and making their presence known. Might we do 
something similar at home? 

It’s been a gift to discover that the call to weave 
beloved community is, for me, geographically based. 
Much as I love my family, and despite the fact that I 
spent the first 30 years of my life in New England, I 
know with absolute clarity that this is not my place 
anymore. Every fiber in my body is longing for home- 
for my beloved Palouse. I know the next couple of 
months will be difficult, unpredictable, emotionally 
and personally demanding. But I also know where I 
want to be, and who I want to be with. 

I love you. I miss you. I’ll see you soon! 

Minister’s Pages 

Minister’s Musings:  Heading Home 

Wholly Crones 
We will meet on Zoom in October—for the Zoom room number and for any questions or further 
information contact Mary Jo Hamilton. 

Inland Oasis Center is a new non-profit that serves as an umbrella for sever-
al long-standing non-profits in Moscow. Inland Oasis offers a variety of services 
to the LGBTQA community, including testing for HIV and organizing PRIDE 
events. The new Center will house the West Side Food Pantry, which has outgrown its space in Safari Pearl 
and provides a welcome location for a Food Bank on the west side of Moscow. 

Other services include available meeting space for local groups, a Women’s Only Narcotics Anonymous 
group, Gay Bingo, a shower facility and clothes washer and dryer available, space for a winter warming center 
and a commercial kitchen. 

The Inland Oasis Center is located at 730 West Pullman Road. More information is at https://
inlandoasis.org/donations. You can also follow them on Facebook. 

Month of Sundays—October 2020—Inland Oasis Center 

https://inlandoasis.org/donations?fbclid=IwAR221_ElzDgWWahv13QkRugaXv-sY_ARWjW4kXMO3KZ11GddoIygxrwDo_s
https://inlandoasis.org/donations?fbclid=IwAR221_ElzDgWWahv13QkRugaXv-sY_ARWjW4kXMO3KZ11GddoIygxrwDo_s
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October Events 

Please assume that all in-person events have been 
cancelled, until further notice. 

Sunday services are at 10:00, via Zoom. There is 
information about using Zoom on the front page of this 
newsletter, and also on the web site at palouseuu.org. 

Many groups are meeting online via Zoom or other 
alternate meeting methods. Please contact leaders/
organizers to check the status of any group or activity. 

UUCP Staff Information 
 

Rev. Elizabeth Stevens, Minister 
Office hours by appointment—to make an appoint-
ment, follow this link:  calendly.com/revehstevens 
Zoom Room #662-139-0963  
 

Ginger Yoder, 
Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration 
Phone:  208-882-4328 
Email:  uucp-dre@moscow.com 
Office Hours by appointment. 

 

Summer Stevens, Administrative Secretary 
Phone:  208-882-4328 
Email:  uuchurch@moscow.com 

Office Hours:  Mon-Weds-Friday 1:00-5:00 pm 
Tuesday & Thursday 2:00-4:00 

 

Paul Thompson, Music Director 
musicdirector@palouseuu.org 

2020 UUCP Board 
Rich Alldredge, President 
Fran Rodriguez, Vice President 
Ellery Blood, Recording Secretary 
Judy LaLonde, Treasurer (Ex-Officio) 
Marcus Smith Karen Jennings 
Margaret Dibble Duane DeTemple 
Dan Schmidt Lynna Stewart 

...when you build a thing you cannot merely build 
that thing in isolation, but must also repair the world 
around it, and within it, so that the larger world at 
that one place becomes more coherent, and more 
whole; and the thing which you make takes its place in 
the web of nature, as you make it. 

― Sara Ishikawa, A Pattern Language: Towns, 
Buildings, Construction 

 
If you haven’t yet heard, we just put the plans for 

our new building addition out for bid! These are excit-
ing times. You should follow progress on the website 
or Facebook; the building committee will also be of-
fering regular updates during our Sunday worship ser-
vices. They’ll also host informational meetings as 
needed. 

Please join me in expressing deep gratitude to all 
members of the building committee and the capital 
campaign finance committee, as well as the building 
discernment task force that got the ball rolling, and 
our Stewardship Consultant Rachel Maxwell, whose 
help has been invaluable. It’s taken A LOT of work to 
get us this far. And the journey isn’t over! 

The Yellow House is being packed up. Things are 
being placed in storage. We’ll keep you abreast of the 
plans. Before the Yellow House goes away, there will 
be an opportunity to say goodbye to it. It contains 
many treasured memories, and we’ll need to pack 
those away to preserve them, as well. Keep an eye out 

for announcements. 
The plan has been adapted to include solar panels.  

The entire design is accessible, and the building will 
work better not just for our purposes, but for Family 
Promise when it is our week to host, and for the non-
profits who rent space from us. 

That said, the period when the building is under 
construction will probably be somewhat chaotic and 
unpredictable. Please stay plugged in to our communi-
cation channels so that you can follow the ups and 
downs. We don’t want anyone to be surprised or in-
convenienced. However, it will be really helpful if 
everyone who uses the building can be proactive in 
tracking progress. 

It may be that by the time it’s safe to gather in 
person again, the construction will be complete. Imag-
ine the day when we walk into our newly expanded 
and refurbished sanctuary, and are able to hug one an-
other in that beautiful space! Imagine the day when 
our kids run off to classrooms that are safe and com-
fortable and spacious, and their parents get an hour of 
blessed peace to themselves! 

In the meantime, let’s do our best to be the church 
outside the building, supporting one another and our 
community in these challenging times. The chaos of 
the short term will lead to a future where we are both 
better served by our sacred space, and better able TO 
serve. 

Minister’s Pages 

Church Chat:  Building Plans 
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Walt Whitman reminded us that if we 
keep our faces always toward the sunshine 
then the shadows will fall behind us. What a 
wonderful way to approach life. You will no-
tice that the pollinators in your yard also face 
the sunshine. Our Task Force is very happy to 
be part of the Moscow City Bee Committee working 
with pollinators. We have already met with the Parks 
and Rec Commission to get started on this endeavor. 

We continue to stand with the United Tribes of 
Bristol Bay against the proposed mine in Pebble Bay 
that would devastate the salmon fisheries in the area. 
They are speaking out against the Army Corps EIS 
that was released in July claiming that the mine would 
have not affect the salmon. Members of our group 
have sent statements to the Corps supporting the 
tribes. 

We plan to show the UUA's film, "The Condor 
and the Eagle" as soon as we can schedule a date. We 
will invite our church members and Nimiipuu Protect-
ing the Environment to join us. Other films we hope to 

show are "The Wild" and "Shadow of Gold." 
They tell the story of the Northwest salmon. 
Al Poplawsky has invited us to support their 
group, RF100. We'll prepare a statement to 
submit to the Moscow City Council. Another 
group we support is the local 5G Committee. 

George Bedirian is heading up that effort. 
Interested members attended the Keystone XL 

Pipeline presentation on September 20. Public hear-
ings have been scheduled on the proposed water per-
mits. Anyone can submit a comment by October 13 to 
nwo-kxl-pn@usace.army.mil . 

We recently lost a fighter for human and environ-
mental rights. Ruth Bader Ginsberg encouraged us all 
"to fight for the things you care about, but due it in a 
way that will lead others to join you." Our group tries 
to follow her advice at our  meetings the third Sunday 
of each month. Please join us. Check with Pat 
Rathmann for more information. 

—Pat Rathmann 

UUCP Environmental Task Force October 2020 Report 

“Air” is an interesting word, especially 
with its homonyms: err, ere, heir. To err is 
human. Air quality in these smoky days. Heir 
to a planet undergoing climate change. 
Change is ere to growth. 

As presented here, the four words seem to be con-
nected in a short-handed message that suggests we 
have a hand in, a responsibility for, an imperative to 
address a common theme:  the ecological viability of 
Earth itself. Sure it’s unlikely that many homonyms 
would string together into a combined topic. And yet, 
what are words but tools for thought that we construct 
into patterns to convey a purpose.  

What piece of the puzzle do we play in altering 
weather and how do we jeopardize the altar of world 
peace by our misuse of resources by whether we fairly 
distribute the wealth or not? Can we put the brake on 
our habits before we break the back of the planet and 
destroy all that is holy, which are thing are, and are 
left with a world as useful as a holey sock, threads 
come apart, wholly losing form and function.  

To err is human. But humans also bare their souls 
to bear up under challenge, which we do not solely 
achieve alone. With clear insight, we devise blocs of 
action to incite re-direction and so block the errs hu-
mans may be err to. When we are sufficiently fazed by 
what we see, we can initiate a new phase, a new para-

digm in the social context and become a sea 
united. What each of us might do has the pow-
er and determination to contribute to the day 
when we’ll have won our way to one world 
where the wheel turns better all around.  

At the risk of over-playing a play on words, per-
haps it illustrates a basic connection between things, 
ideas, meaning. We have the tools to pull things to-
gether. Between essential biology, context, physics, an 
innate social drive to hold the glue of us together—we 
have the means to gather all the pieces of the puzzle in 
this living globe into a unified mutual justice with 
prosperity and integrity.  

It comes down to how do we want to come to-
gether? We do want to come together, right? We do 
want to sustain the inherent worth and dignity and re-
spect for the interdependent web of all existence, yes!  

The whole is greater than the sum of its many 
parts. Synergistically, exponentially, 1+1 exceeds the 
simple math of merely 2.  That’s the exponential pow-
er of connection. That’s the synergistic value of com-
munication that’s able to discern common ground. The 
many some’s of us can sum up into an infinite possi-
bility. We can generate and be heir to a world commu-
nity whose axis is balanced. We can connect the dots 
to breathe the air as one more integral together. 

—Victoria Seever 

Communication & Connection 
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Religious Exploration Information 

This Month in Religious Exploration :  October 2020 
 

Our Religious Exploration offerings continue over zoom and now include some small group socially dis-
tanced in person meetups!  See below for more information on when to find the connection you are looking 
for. 

Fall Zoom Schedule 
Sunday am Spirit Play (ages preschool-Kindergarten). Each week we will see and hear  an interactive 

story bringing to life our UU Principles and values. Sharing time will be part of our weekly time together, 
and a chance to tell about our joys, sorrows and anything else that is on our mind. If you miss our story 
they will be posted in our interactive classrooms during the week. 

Sunday am Children’s Chapel (aimed at elementary children). After  our  time for  all ages we will come 
together to explore the theme of the Sunday service together. Joys and sorrows and connection time will be 
part of our offerings in order to build community. 

Sunday Youth Programing (middle and high school, 11:15 am) diving into current events, identity for-
mation topics, fun, games and shared social justice projects will round out our diverse youth programing 
for this fall. Expect TED talks and discussions, games for connection, time to chat, shared art projects and 
other activities! 

Wednesday Rainbow Circle Time (preschool, 10:00 am). Each week will explore a different storybook 
that illustrates one of our UU principles or values. Songs, games and smiling faces await! 

 
Small Group Meetups 

Come see your church friends in real life! Join us as we gather in person safely in small groups! Guide-
lines including social distancing and mask wearing must be followed and will be emailed to families prior to 
any meetup. Please choose which one works for you, if you have children of other ages and want to be all to-
gether just be sure to let us know how many are coming. 

 
October 4, Idlers Rest:  All Church Socially Distanced Nature Communing. This Sunday, October  4th, 

our service will center on finding wholeness, balance, and peace in nature. After service all are invited to 
come to Idlers Rest Nature Preserve north of Moscow and socially distance gather in nature to hike, com-
mune with nature with your fellow UU churchgoers. Choose a time from 12-3 pm that works well for you; 
this is purposely long to spread out how many people are there at once. We have a signup genius to also 
try and spread out, please sign up if you can and come whether or not you have officially signed up. If you 
don't feel comfortable/able there will be an alternative activity sent to all our members. Masks and at least 
six feet between households required. 

October 11 2020. Pumpkin Patch Visits. Discover  the fall bounty waiting for  us at Stratton Cutting Gar -
dens! Pumpkins, gourds, and perhaps even late season flowers await. Each child will receive a small 
pumpkin or gourd while supplies last. Please sign up for a time that works for your family, they have asked 
that there are no groups over 10 and we wear masks during our visit. We will have hour time slots through 
the afternoon. 

October 18 Youth Gathering. Middle and Senior  High School Fall Fest! Join us at the church cour tyard 
for a gathering of epic fall proportions – pumpkin carving, fall themed arts and crafts, games and of course 
treats to take home! 

October 26 Fall Arboretum Adventure. Let’s discover the signs and beauty of fall as we stroll through the 
arboretum. Meet at the big red barn off Palouse River Drive. Signups will come out in order to keep our 
gathering small, one each hour after church. Masks required. 

Interactive Classrooms in RE. Each of our  age groupings (spir it play, elementary and youth) now have 
their own interactive classrooms. This will be the place to find out about upcoming offerings and events as 
well as check in for new stories, sessions, activities, and fun.  You’ll be able to see sessions you may have 
missed, get ideas for things to do at home that support UUism, and see find ways to connect with the 
UUCP and other congregations.  These will be updated regularly and be adaptable to meet your needs. 

Dinner Ministry. As our  ministry continues to grow and change dur ing COVID times we hope to imple-
ment a “Dinner Ministry” for folks to come together and create community over shared online meals.  
Watch for more updates! 
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The Chalice Lighter Program 
The Chalice Lighter Program assists the growth of new and existing Unitarian Universalist 

member congregations in the Pacific Northwest with grants to provide vital capabilities and infra-
structure. Grants are funded exclusively through contributions from Unitarian Universalists who 
participate as Chalice Lighters. 

Chalice Lighter grants are intended to help congregations grow by: 
 securing, improving or furnishing a building 
 reaching out to the community to attract new members 
 initiating a new congregation 
 funding any other creative program to facilitate growth 
To be eligible for a grant, at least 30% of the members must be enrolled as Chalice Lighter donors. Our 

own UUCP has received funds in the past for renovating the Yellow House and the church basement. The 
Chalice Lighter Program will issue no more than three calls for donations per year & Chalice Lighter donors 
are asked to donate at least $20 per call. (You may also simply contribute $60 at the start of the year.) 

You can learn more about the program under the district web site (pnwduua.org) or contact Chuck Harris, 
208-310-3469 or ccharrisjr@hotmail.com. 

Living the 7th UU Principle — The World You Want Is Up to You 
Task Force Member Ashley Lipscomb reports on the Yellowstone Buffalo 

Ashley was thrilled to spend a year with The Buffalo Field Campaign working with our Na-
tional Mammal, the Bison. The group fights judicial battles to defend the buffalo's right to roam 
freely and live according to their natural instincts. The BFC actively promotes the needs of the 
buffalo through various public forums, expositions and festivals. Our Task Force tabled last year 
at the Wolf Summit supporting the buffalo. 

UUCP Board Meeting Summary 
Elizabeth should be back in early October. Ministering remotely went well, but she’ll be happy to be 

home.  
We’re soliciting bids for the church remodel.  We’re hoping to get some bids in soon. 
We’re investigating ways to potentially contribute to reparations to the Nimi’ipu tribe, on whose ancestral 

lands the church resides.  
RBG; May her memory be a blessing 

A Note from the UUCP Board 
In my July newsletter note I alluded to the challenge of remaining optimistic in times associated with sys-

temic racism and the Covid-19 pandemic. While walking on a recent sunny day (yes, the sun does shine occa-
sionally) I reflected on how difficult it is to maintain a positive outlook. My pseudo-random mental ramble 
resulted in the following “insights”:  

A mid-August frost ruined an overabundance of fresh produce that needed to be harvested and processed. 
That frost positively allowed more time to appreciate the carrots, garlic, and parsnips that survived. Is the gar-
den half empty or half full? 

Limitations of social services to meet the needs of people in our communities means there is continuing 
need for help through our Month of Sundays program. The gratitude of recipients, especially the children and 
families impacted by the Weekend Food for Kids program, is positively heartwarming. The Month of Sun-
days program has a positive impact in the region where people are struggling. 

The successful fund raising and design of the addition for the church are powerful demonstrations of 
what a community of positive thinkers can do.  I will continue to look to our UUCP community for positive 
inspiration.  

Rich Alldredge – Board President; rich.alldredge@gmail.com 
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Mah Jongg Party 
As you probably have guessed, 

no Mah Jongg until the Isolate-at-
Home policy is rescinded, which may 
be a while. And, it’s hard to play 
Mah Jongg over Zoom. This is a 
good time for you all to teach your co
-quarantining family and roommates 
how to play Mah Jongg. I hope we 
can meet in person 
to play soon. 

—Mary Jo 
Hamilton 

Grief Support Group 
Grief comes to everyone at some point in life. If you are grieving the loss of a loved 

one (two or four legged), through death, divorce, illness, moving away, the loss of a job, a 
home, or community you are welcome to join our Grief group, which meets on the first 
Monday of the month from 6:00-7:00 pm. The next meeting is October 5. 

Organized by the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palouse. Everyone is welcome. 
The group meets on Zoom:  https://palouseuu-org.zoom.us/j/5358085754 
Meeting ID: 535 808 5754 

We are meeting regularly via Zoom—contact Mary Jo Hamilton for more information. 
PPQ News 

The UUCP's Moscow/Pullman Meditation Group is currently 
using alternative meeting methods—contact Cynthia Pierce-Garnett 
at moscowpullmanmindfullness@gmail.com ! 

You can learn more about us at nwmindfulness.wordpress.com 
or on Facebook at moscow / pullman meditation group. 
For questions, email Cynthia Pierce-Garnett, group facili-
tator, at moscowpullmanmindfulness@gmail.com Joining 
a meditation group can motivate you to maintain a con-
sistent practice! 

Moscow-Pullman Meditation Group 

Social Justice Update 
Welcome to October! On October 12 we will honor Indigenous People’s Day. More and more communi-

ties are recognizing Columbus Day as Indigenous People’s Day. Hopefully this will continue, and we can re-
place Columbus Day nationally. 

Indigenous People’s Day is a day celebrates and honor Native Americans and commemorate their history 
and culture. On October 12, the City of Moscow, the University of Idaho, and Washington State University 
will have activities to celebrate Indigenous People’s Day. Many of these activities will be held online due to 
Covid-19. 

For the month of October, we should all take a moment to recognize that we stand on the 
Schitsu'umsh  (Coeur d'Alene) people. We should all learn 

more about the complexities of Native American sovereignty, tribal relations, and the like to engage equitably 
and justly in our lives. We have two universities with a wealth of resources to aid in your research. 

Another topic of extreme importance is the large number of missing and murdered Native American 
women across our country. This is serious problem that needs more direct attention of the authorities. So, for 
this month please learn something new about our local native cultures. Read poetry or literature written by Na-
tive authors. And most important we need to continue to educate ourselves on those issues impacting Native 
people and other vulnerable groups. 

This month check out the exhibit at the Moscow Public Library and look at their list of recommended 
books. Also, the Moscow Human Rights Commission and the Latah County Human Rights Task Force are 
holding two forums with the Police Department and the Sheriff’s Department and other experts to discuss is-
sues related to law enforcement. The first on October 22 at 6:30 will deal with Crisis Intervention Training and 
the second on November 12 at 6:30 will deal with race and policing. More information will be coming soon.  

For more information on any of these or other issues, please contact Ken Faunce 
kfaunce@roardrunner.com 

https://palouseuu-org.zoom.us/j/5358085754
http://nwmindfulness.wordpress.com/
mailto:moscowpullmanmindfulness@gmail.com
mailto:kfaunce@roardrunner.com
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Update from the Capital Campaign Committees September 2, 2020 

 
After many meetings and revisions, the architectural plan for the addition and remodel have been sent to 

the City of Moscow for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP), and this permit will allow us to proceed with con-
struction. At this time, the plan has also been sent to several contractors for bids. Bids from contractors will be 
opened on approximately September 17. We hope to award the contract by the end of September but that 
would require covering any additional funds needed if the quote exceeds funds pledged. We have a 45-day 
“price hold” during which we can do additional fund raising if that is needed to cover the alternate (optional) 
quotes, such as the proposed balcony.  

 
If all goes according to this plan, construction could begin before the end of the year. The remodeling of 

the current church would be first. That can proceed during the winter and spring without interfering with 
church activities, obviously, because nothing is happening there (except Summer is running the office!) be-
cause of the pandemic. Excavation and removal of the Yellow House would begin next year. 

 
Other recent activities: 

The legal agreement with the County has been finalized. The County owns the McConnell Man-
sion and the agreement covers shared use of N-S and E-W alleyways, as well as parking between the 
McConnell Mansion and new parking places on the west side of the new addition.  

The “Geotechnical Evaluation” of the church property was conducted and no sub-surface prob-
lems were discovered. The two sites were backfilled but not restored.  

 
The base bid includes construction of the three floor addition, foundational elements for a balcony, and 

wiring for the solar panels. The base bid also includes going 100% electric, no fossil fuels! Alternate/optional 
quotes will be provided by contractors for (1) installing the sanctuary balcony, (2) final finishing of the third 
floor of the addition, and (3) finishing the church exterior siding replacement (part of south, east and north 
sides), and replacing the south facing window in the church foyer. Regarding solar panels, we plan to install 
these as a separate contract at a later date because of offers from congregational members.  

 
If we were to install the balcony, which contains seating for an additional 43 people, the city requires that 

we provide an additional 11 parking spaces. Since that is not practical, we are applying for a “Variance” that 
would allow us to install the balcony without the additional parking. The balcony construction will only pro-
ceed if the contractor quote for this optional project is something we can afford and if our Variance application 
is approved by the city.  

 
Capital Campaign Finance Update: The original cost estimate for the building addition was $1.68 million, 

and pledges are presently within 2% of the total needed. In addition, approximately two dozen individuals 
have indicated that they still intend to pledge, or that in the future they may be able to increase their pledge. So 
we are optimistic about meeting this basic cost estimate. We encourage anyone who has not yet submitted 
their pledge to do so. Donations thus far have been strong. A total of $753,600 has been donated and expendi-
tures are $21,650.  
 
Possible Sequence of Events:  

1) Presently awaiting City approval of Conditional Use Permit. Subsequent approval of the Variance 
would allow us to proceed with balcony if that is financially practical. 

2) Bid opening, approximately September 17. If bids exceed pledges, we need to secure additional pledg-
es and/or loan before awarding the contract, which we hope to do before the end of September.  

3) Award the contract (late September).  
4) 45 day price hold to decide on whether we can proceed with alternate (optional) quotes such as the bal-

cony.  
5) Indoor work, remodeling of current church might then begin at the end of 2020 or beginning of 2021. 

Prior to this, we have to remove and store everything inside the current building. We also have to make 
arrangements for operation of the offices during construction.  

6) Removal of Yellow House and excavation for the addition might begin later in 2021.  
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Are you interested in joining a Moscow or Pullman Small Group?  
Do you want to know more about small groups?  

Are you interested in becoming a small group facilitator?  
Contact Patricia Jessup at smallgroups@palouseuu.org 

7) Other items to do at appropriate times include (1) Remove and store pavers that are used in the current 
patio, to be re-used, and (2) Rescue native plants if those beds must be demolished.  

 
An earlier draft of the architectural plans is mounted on posters in the church foyer. You are free to visit and 
look at them during Summer’s office hours, Monday & Friday, 10-3, Tuesday & Thursday 2-4. Please wear 
masks if you come to visit.  
 
A complete report is available on the UUCP website, https://palouseuu.org/whats-happening/building-project/.  
 
Questions and comments can be directed to Al Poplawsky, alpopsky@gmail.com, chair, or other members of 
the Building Committee: Mary DuPree, Mary Jo and Joel Hamilton, Steve Flint, Archie George, John Pool, 

Our Whole Lives Update 
Due to the risks of Covid-19, and based on UUA recommendations, we will not 

be offering Our Whole Lives (OWL) for Grades 7–9 this fall. There is simply no way 
to provide the privacy, intimacy, and sense of connection this program requires in a 
virtual space. 

We hope to be able to offer this program in the spring, but it’s still not safe to do 
so in person, we will provide a shortened, online curriculum plus self-study resources 
to ensure that our young people receive the sexuality education they need. In the 
meantime, we will focus our efforts on supporting our youth group, building their 
sense of community, and giving them opportunities to process the many challenges 
they are facing during this difficult time. 

If you would like OWL materials to teach your children at home, please contact our Director of Family 
Ministries, Ginger Yoder. Thank you! 

mailto:smallgroups@palouseuu.org
https://palouseuu.org/whats-happening/building-project/
mailto:alpopsky@gmail.com
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UUCP 
Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palouse 
PO Box 9342 
Moscow, ID  83843 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
Mail Pledge Payments to address above 
 
General Church Information 
UUCP Phone:  208-882-4328 
Office Email:  uuchurch@moscow.com 
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Stevens, Minister 
Judy LaLonde, Treasurer:  208-882-3556 
 
http://www.palouseuu.org 

REFUSED 
If you no longer wish to receive this 
newsletter, please check the box 
above and return. 
We pay the postage. Thank you. 

 

Would you like to receive email updates from the UUCP? 
 
 

Sign me up for the UUCP list, which receives notices of UUCP events, activities, etc. 
 
 
Sign me up for the Non-UUCP list, which receives notices of events, activities, etc. not direct-
ly related to the UUCP but of likely interest to our members and friends. 
 

My email address is:   
     (please print clearly!) 
 

Please update my email address! 
New email address: 
 
Old email address: 

 
 
Please print clearly. 
Place in drop box into church office, email uuchurch@moscow.com, 
OR mail to UUCP, PO Box 9342, Moscow, ID  83843 

 

 

 


