UUCP News

Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palouse

PO Box 9342 420 E. 2nd Street, Moscow, ID 83843 Issue Date: September 1, 2020

Volume #71, Issue 7

September

2020

Issued Monthly

In This Issue

Sunday Services — September 2020

September Sunday Services ........ 1
A Plea for Our Month of Sundays
Program ................................... 1
Minister’s Pages: In Anxious
Times ....................................... 2
Racial Justice Book Club ............ 2
Minister’s Pages: UU the Vote! . 3
UUCP Staff Information ............. 3
September Events ....................... 3
2020 UUCP Board ...................... 3
Communication & Connection ... 4
Grief Support Group ................... 4
PPQ News ................................... 4
Environmental Task Force .......... 5
Report from Your UUCP Treasurer.............................................. 5
Wholly Crones ............................ 5
September RE Information ......... 6
Interested in Joining or Facilitating a Small Group: .................. 6
Living the 7th Principle .............. 7
Board Meeting Summary............ 7
Moscow-Pullman Meditation
Group ...................................... 7
Chalice Lighter Program............. 7
Social Justice Update ...............8-9
Month of Sundays ....................... 9
Mah Jonng Party ......................... 9
UUCP Mail/Email Information 10

All of our services in September will be online, via Zoom.
September 6, 10:00 am
Honoring Educators
Service Leader: Rev. Dr . Elizabeth Stevens
Labor Day marks the end of summer and the first day of school typically soon
follows. This year, of course, school looks very different for most students, and
for their teachers. This service lifts up and celebrates educators within our community and lifts up the vital role education plays in our lives.
September 13, 10:00 am
INGATHERING: Water Communion
Service Leader: Rev. Dr . Elizabeth Stevens
This is our annual service of re-gathering and re-committing to one another and
our deep values.
We'd like each of you to send us a photograph of you holding a sign with words
or a drawing sharing one of four things: something you've learned, something
you are grateful for, something you need, or a blessing you'd like to offer the
community. If you want to make more than one sign in order to contribute in
multiple categories, that's fine- but please take a separate picture of each one.
You can also send us pictures you've taken of water - bodies of water, drops of
water, etc.
Send all of your contributions to us via email (uucpworship@gmail.com) or upload directly to this google drive: https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1ZIh22_Lzf5ImdXhc10SIwExOTKPlavAd?usp=sharing.
Also, be on the lookout for a care package from the church, which will include a
small bottle of water for a ritual we can do together, each in our own space.
September 20, 10:00 am
Survival of the Friendliest
Virtual Pulpit Guest: Rev. Dana Wor snop
The familiar quote is “survival of the fittest.” However, it turns out that ability
to connect and form relationships offers an even greater survival advantage.
September 27, 10:00 am
UU the Vote!
Virtual Pulpit Guest: UUA Pr esident, the Rev. Susan Fr eder ick-Gray
Part of a national campaign to register voters and manifest our UU values in the
public square, this service will be on themes at the intersection of faith, democracy, and justice.

A Plea for Our Month of Sundays Program
We have been lucky to be able to meet virtually in this era of self-quarantine and social isolation. I want to remind you of our mission to minister to the needs of people in our community who are struggling in these times because of loss of income, food insufficiency because of loss of school lunches and breakfasts, loss of social services,
illness and other things we can’t even imagine. As part of our mission to be of help, we collect money every Sunday
and give it to local agencies who work to meet these needs. Since we do not have a collection in our virtual services,
we need to help by sending checks and cash to the church office to support our Month of Sundays program. Please
indicate on your check or cash envelope that it is to go to the Month of Sundays program. Thank you for caring.
—Mary Jo Hamilton

Minister’s Pages
Minister’s Musings: In Anxious Times
How do we turn our collective, full-bodied attention
toward collaboration, if that is the way we will survive?
-adrienne maree brown

spiritual practices. The community support
that comes from being part of a religion also
enhances resilience.
They are altruistic; they have a concern for others
and a degree of selflessness. They are often
dedicated to causes they find meaningful and
that give them a sense of purpose.

We are in the midst of pandemic. That would be
enough to have us all on edge. But we’ve also got wild
fires in California, storms hitting the Eastern seaboard,
They accept what they cannot change and focus
and scary new insects swarming toward us. Then
energy on what they can change. Dr. Souththere’s the civil unrest. And the craziness of politics.
wick says resilient people reappraise a difficult
As someone who tends toward anxiety, I use
situation and look for meaningful opportunities
many strategies rebalance my brain chemistry and help
within it.
me preserve my equanimity. I feel as if I’ve spent
much of the last four years not only using every last
They have a mission, a meaning, a purpose. Feelone, but pulling them out of my tool kit and offering
ing committed to a meaningful mission in life
them up for others to try. I keep coming back again
gives them courage and strength.
and again to what feels like a central knowing: the
They have a social support system, and they supmost important thing any of us can do in these times is
port others. “Very few resilient people,” said
to stay relatively sane and grounded, true to the most
Dr. Southwick, “go it alone.”
good and human parts of ourselves.
Dr. Steven Southwick, professor emeritus of psyAll of these characteristics are nurtured, strengthchiatry, PTSD and Resilience at Yale University, ofened, and shared as part of creating our religious comfers up these characteristics of highly resilient individ- munity. This is why, in these anxious times, we need
uals in a recent NY Times article:
one another more than ever before. The ways we conThey have a positive, realistic outlook. They don’t nect in the age of COVID are so much less satisfying
dwell on negative information and instead look than being together in person. There’s a temptation to
for opportunities in bleak situations, striving to withdraw, give up on our connections, and hide at
home. It is so important to resist that temptation! As
find the positive within the negative.
individuals, we need one another, and the world needs
They have a moral compass. Highly resilient peo- the fabric of our community to remain strong and
ple have a solid sense of what they consider
stretchy. In anxious times, gathering as a religious
right and wrong, and it tends to guide their
community isn’t a luxury or an unpleasant chore. It’s a
decisions.
necessary form of self-care, a key to surviving and
They have a belief in something greater than them- thriving and staying true to what is most human. Soselves. This is often found through religious or reach out, and keep reaching. I love you.

Racial Justice Book Club
The Racial Justice Book Club will be discussing racist history on the Palouse this
month during its October 14 meeting. We will look at local history resources that describe the KKK on the Palouse, as well as the experience of Black people in the 20th
century. Everyone is welcome to join us for our virtual gathering. Email Nancy Nelson
at nancy.nelson.moscow@gmail.com for a Zoom link. We are also reading a fictional
novel by the talented contemporary Black author, Colson Whitehead. The book is available from local libraries. One copy is also available to borrow. Contact Nancy to arrange
this.
October 14 7 p.m. – read together and talk: Racist history on the Palouse.
October 28 7 p.m. – Book discussion: The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead
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Minister’s Pages
Church Chat: UU the Vote
What is needed for dramatic change is an accumulation of acts, adding, adding to, adding more, continuing. We know that it does not take everyone on Earth
to bring justice and peace, but only a small, determined group who will not give up during the first, second, or hundredth gale.
—Clarissa Pinkola Estes
If you don’t already follow “UU the Vote,” please
find a way to do so. We are heading into what may be
the most important election of our lifetimes, and it is
essential that we lend our support to our democracy,
and shine our UU values in the world with every bit of
strength and persistence we can muster. This is from
the website: uuthevote.org:
Each of us has been impacted by the by Covid-19
pandemic, especially Black, Indigenous, and people of
color communities. Right now, the need to take action
is great. Our goal to #VoteLove and #DefeatHate
means finding our role in this work. We must assess
our own capacity, our resources, and ask ourselves
how we might show up authentically and generously.
To UU the Vote during a pandemic is not just to
do voter engagement, it means we:
Act Local to Build Thriving Communities: Community is at the heart of democracy. Housing,
food security, health and self-determination
are the pillars of a thriving community.
COVID-19 has thrown more folks deeper into

preexisting crises that threaten lives and democracy.
All in on the Issues, All in on Democracy: Justice
and Freedom for All. The U.S. carceral system
is a threat to human thriving and democracy.
Jails, prisons, detention centers, and the policing and surveillance of our communities are
contrary to the principles of a democratic society.
Share Spiritual Resilience: Justice work is deeply
spiritual work. As we move through this moment our hearts, minds, and bodies are informing our work. Our joys and weariness are constantly shifting, but community is always our
anchor. We are creating hope together.
Stay tuned for opportunities for phone banking,
postcard sending, petition signing, and other ways to
support and engage the political process. Sign up for
UU the Vote emails, follow them on social media, or
stay tuned to the UUCP communication channels, as
we will signal boost whenever possible. Also - save
the date - we’ll have a special UU the Vote service on
September 27! The president of the UUA, the Rev.
Susan Frederick-Gray, will offer an inspiring and unifying message.
Onward- and let’s #defeathate and #uuthevote.

UUCP Staff Information

September Events

Rev. Elizabeth Stevens, Minister
Office hours by appointment—to make an appointment, follow this link: calendly.com/revehstevens
Zoom Room #662-139-0963

Please assume that all in-person events have been
cancelled, until further notice.
Sunday services are at 10:00, via Zoom. There is
information about using Zoom on the front page of this
newsletter, and also on the web site at palouseuu.org.
Many groups are meeting online via Zoom or other
alternate meeting methods. Please contact leaders/
organizers to check the status of any group or activity.

Ginger Yoder,
Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration
Phone: 208-882-4328
Email: uucp-dre@moscow.com
Office Hours by appointment.
Summer Stevens, Administrative Secretary
Phone: 208-882-4328
Email: uuchurch@moscow.com
Office Hours: Mon-Weds-Friday 1:00-5:00 pm
Tuesday & Thursday 2:00-4:00

Paul Thompson, Music Director
musicdirector@palouseuu.org

2020 UUCP Board
Rich Alldredge, President
Fran Rodriguez, Vice President
Ellery Blood, Recording Secretary
Judy LaLonde, Treasurer (Ex-Officio)
Marcus Smith
Karen Jennings
Margaret Dibble
Duane DeTemple
Dan Schmidt
Lynna Stewart
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Communication & Connection
In his sermon to us, Reverend Dr. James
Kubal-Komoto spoke of Two Kinds of Religion. Thoughts that arise include that a person’s religious or spiritual path could take
many turns as a sense of purpose and place
within a community evolves. One may be born into a
prescribed religion or into an absence of any, other
than the smatterings projected by others who claim
one. How that fills out whatever soul handbook is in
your up-front years, the original text could be rigid or
could be continually tweaked along the way.
For many, “religion” does change in different life
stages or is dropped as a formal proclivity. Rather than
resembling a rushing river confined to its banks, some
find themselves splayed out on multiple tributaries
leading to a fertile delta. At times, the lack of structure
leaves one feeling a bit foundered, longing for a clearcut, uncompromising channel. More often, given it’s
the path chosen, this person is engaged in adapting to
new revelations and connections. Must religion be a
one-time, end all, be all thing? Does it instead breathe
like a lung, in and out, suffused and refreshed, detoxified and bringing new scents?
Lung or gill, plant stoma or wind shaping sand,
aeration, transpiration, meditation, or racing for
breath—isn’t religion in some way about circulation?
What kind a living process is religion or spirituality?
A system has structure. It’s not a totally amorphous
state. Where are the boundaries between rules of operation and non-judgmental, compassionate acceptance
and appreciation of Other? The trick is in connecting
polarities, not in setting them to oppose one another
into a deadly and dead-locked position.
It’s a willingness to communicate—and not just
through words; words are sometimes best left silent.
To be open to other perspectives and sharing common

threads. The light does not shun darkness; it
embraces it. And a loving embrace does not
overwhelm in order to destroy another. Love
wants to connect and augment with, not to diminish itself or de-companion. Countless individuals, sects and societies, eons of cultures and
change, debate the meaning and power of religion. It is
one of the Big Questions: a deep Quest.
In seeking connection beyond the familiar and
comfortable, on into the realms of diversity, questions
are a good place to start. Rather than proposing a body
of evidence for your point of view (it is there within
anyway, ready to be tapped into as appropriate), we
listen openly to the who, what, where, how, why that
another side presents. Even, or especially, when it
goes to the core of a different God, code of ethics, expected behaviors, impassioned voices, complex thinking or perceived overly simplistic how could anyone
think that … when listening feels like being in a turbulent or alien river that stifles breath and your rocksolid ideas do not seem to stem the flow, where is the
love? Indeed, where is the love, the light, the connection to be made.
What then is the nature of water? That it tends to
take a course of least resistance, which for some is to
cling to answers without questioning. But also, that it
finds its own level, which means it pools altogether,
whether into a puddle or a sea. Whether religion—or
politics, or culture, or any of the Big things—is a raging river or an easy flow or a life raft, at some point,
we commingle. At some point, we open to each other
because we become each other in the inclusive mix. Is
it not inevitable? Weren’t we always One? Howsoever
we swim and breathe, are we not up to the task to find
a way within the surge of possibilities?
—Victoria Seever

Grief Support Group
Grief comes to everyone at some point in life. If you are grieving the loss of a loved one (two or four legged), through death, divorce, illness, moving away, the loss of a job, a home, or community you are welcome to join our Grief group, which meets on the first Monday of
the month from 6:00-7:00 pm. The next meeting is September 7
Organized by the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palouse. Everyone is welcome. The group meets on Zoom: https://palouseuu-org.zoom.us/j/5358085754
Meeting ID: 535 808 5754

PPQ News
We are meeting regularly via Zoom—contact Mary Jo Hamilton for more information.
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UUCP Environmental Task Force September 2020 Report
Environmental Scientist Samantha
Alger writes, "What can we do to help
wild bees?" and adds "We need to change
our mentality of what is beautiful. We
need to think that if we have a messy
lawn, we're supporting bees and that's a
beautiful thing." Our Task Force is taking
this comment to heart in our joining with
the local Bee City Group here in Moscow.
We will be sending in our letter of submission soon. Hopefully, our Bee City designation
will be ready by the late fall. Anyone interested in
working on this should contact Pat Rathmann.
Several members participated in the Avista Public
Hearing on August 5 by submitting comments supporting switching from fossil fuels to sustainable energy. Our group is also supporting Sierra Club's RF100
group's efforts for Moscow to limit its energy use to
100 joining the city of Boise that has already reached
that goal.
Interested members have sent comments regarding several national pieces of legislation including the
Energy Innovation Act (use the Endorse the Bill Form
available on the site), the Bird Safe Buildings Act and
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act that recently won an

important court case against industry.
This year's virtual "Speak for Wolves"
event was very successful. The film featured was "The Beaver Believers" that
provided the viewers with the life story of
this incredible animal and the many ways
it contributes to preserving our wetlands.
Many members connected it to the unfortunate incident in Moscow when a beaver
family was trapped and killed rather than
offered to residents for re-location.
We continue to be alert for issues aligned with our
mission statement "to mitigate climate change and other environmental issues through community engagement." A dozen UI students met at Farmers Market
Saturday to distribute flyers advertising our mission to
the public. We hope to have a table one Saturday to
continue this effort.
Anyone interested in volunteering one or two Saturdays should contact Pat Rathmann. To quote the
Rev. Steve Van Kuiken, "Life is a pilgrimage--more
about the journey that the destination." Please join us
on this very important journey. Everyone is welcome.
—Pat Rathmann

Report from Your UUCP Treasurer

In this interesting year of “Zoom church,” you may be wondering about our church finances. I’m pleased
to report that we are doing fairly well. We were able to obtain a PPP (Payroll Protection Program) loan in the
amount of $31,417.30. This loan provides funds that enable us to continue to pay our music director and assistant over the summer, the result of which we joyfully see each week. Our childcare workers, who rely on
paychecks to meet their own obligations, were paid for an average of their hours during the school months
when we were closed, and they have been offered opportunities to help Ginger pack up the Yellow House. The
rest of the staff continues to be paid at their regular rates. Although this is technically a “loan,” I expect that we
have been able to meet the requirements set by the SBA for full forgiveness.
Looking at the budget, we note that many expenses, particularly by committees, are lower than usual,
which is to be expected. However other expenses, such as postage, have increased with the changes in the way
we operate. If donations continue, we should end the year reasonably well.
As we near putting out bids for our Capital Campaign, we currently have over $700,000 in the savings account set up for the campaign, even after paying architect fees. Bill Webb and I have been working with folks
from Banner Bank in anticipation of getting a construction loan, and the staff at Banner has
been very encouraging. No new pledges have been made to the Capital Campaign drive
since March, but contributions are still coming in.
Thank all of you who continue to support UUCP financially.
—Judy LaLonde, UUCP Treasurer

Wholly Crones

We will meet on Zoom in September—for the Zoom room number and for any questions or further information contact Mary Jo Hamilton.
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Religious Exploration Information
This Month in Religious Exploration : September 2020
Our Religious Exploration offerings continue over zoom! See below for more information on when to find the
connection you are looking for.
Summer Offerings
Summer Sunday All Ages Children’s Chapel (all ages, 10:00 am, yellow house zoom r oom). After
our children’s story in main church we meet in the Yellow House zoom room to dive deeper into the topic of
the service for the day. We also share our lives and our week’s ups and downs. Join us!
Wednesday Kids Chat (10:00 am, Yellow House zoom r oom): Hear a stor y, shar e a song, or par take in an interactive activity over zoom on Wednesday mornings. Aimed at younger elementary school and
preschool children, we meet once per week for community and connection.

Fall Schedule Begins September 20
Sunday am Spirit Play (ages preschool-Kindergarten). Each week we will see and hear an inter active story bringing to life our UU Principles and values. Sharing time will be part of our weekly time together,
and a chance to tell about our joys, sorrows and anything else that is on our mind. If you miss our story they
will be posted in our interactive classrooms during the week. Zoom Room number TBA
Sunday am Children’s Chapel (aimed at elementar y childr en). After our time for all ages we will
come together to explore the theme of the Sunday service together. Joys and sorrows and connection time will
be part of our offerings in order to build community. Zoom Room number TBA
Sunday Youth Programing (middle and high school, 11:15 am) diving into cur r ent events, identity
formation topics, fun, games and shared social justice projects will round out our diverse youth programing for
this fall. Expect TED talks and discussions, games for connection, time to chat, shared art projects and other
activities!
Our Whole Lives: As we continue in our online offer ings we will be investigating how to best ser ve
our children and youth’s sexuality education in line with our values and national UU guidelines. We will update our families as plans are made.
Interactive Classrooms Coming to RE: Each of our age gr oupings (spirit play, elementar y and
youth) will have their own interactive classrooms this fall! This will be the place to find out about upcoming
offerings and events as well as check in for new stories, sessions, activities, and fun. You’ll be able to see sessions you may have missed, get ideas for things to do at home that support UUism, and see find ways to connect with the UUCP and other congregations. These will be updated regularly and be adaptable to meet your
needs.
Dinner Ministry
As our ministry continues to grow and change during COVID times we hope to implement a “Dinner
Ministry” for folks to come together and create community over shared online meals. Watch for more updates!
New Family Ministries Program Associate is Ryan Urie
It is with excitement and gratitude we announce that the UUCP has hired Ryan Urie as our new Family
Ministries Program Associate. This positions holds the portfolio of Our Whole Lives, Young Adult Ministry
and RE Support. Thank you, Ryan for stepping into service! He will begin September 1.
Ryan has been a member of UUCP since 2015. During that time, he has served as UUCP Board Secretary, lay pastoral minister, RE instructor, OWL instructor, stewardship ambassador, and Service Auction auctioneer. When he's not homeschooling his daughter, Alora, or caring for his two-year-old son, Taran, he likes
to write, play guitar, and go hiking with his wife, Brandi.
Are you interested in joining a Moscow or Pullman Small Group? Do you want to know more about
small groups? Are you interested in becoming a small group facilitator? Contact Patricia Jessup at
smallgroups@palouseuu.org
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Living the 7th UU Principle — The World You Want Is Up to You

Rev. Meg Riley from the UU Church of the Larger Fellowship discusses her gardening.
What I love most about gardening is the
co-creative aspect of it--I get to decide
where to plant what, but the plants and the
earth decide quite a bit more. Whether they
will grow or not. This year, inexplicably
some of the tomatoes I planted in a brand
new raised bed with brand new organic soil,
and compost flat-out died. While others, extra ones,
that I threw into the devil's strip are huge and thriving.
I've been thinking a lot as I've weeded these last
days. Areas that are big weed patches are super easy
to take care of. Dig 'em all right up! The weeds that
are trickiest are the ones that grow right in the middle
of plants that I love--right in the middle of my peonies, for instance. Those take a lot more care, and

sometimes ultimately, I have to let go of beloved plants all together in order to get rid of
the weeds.
It strikes me that this is true of so many things,
not just weeding in the garden. It's much harder to get rid of something you don't want if it's
intertwined with something that you do.
We're all making decisions every day, balancing
what we want , what satisfies our desires with our values, what is good for the world. For every garden is
going to have some weeds, I guess, is what I'm saying.
None of us lives a life without inflicting pain. But may
we be willing to let go of some of our precious flowers if it means also ridding the garden of noxious
weeds that choke out life!

UUCP Board Meeting Summary—August 2020
Elizabeth is enjoying her time in Vermont; ministering remotely is going well so far.
Ryan Urie has been approved as the new Family Ministry Associate. The board has approved increased
funding for Paul to account for the hours he is putting in to making the technical and music program function
smoothly in the present remote worship setting. Ginger is continuing to expand our collaboration efforts with
other communities and congregations.

Moscow-Pullman Meditation Group
The UUCP's Moscow/Pullman Meditation Group is currently using alternative meeting methods—contact Cynthia Pierce-Garnett at moscowpullmanmindfullness@gmail.com !
You can learn more about us at nwmindfulness.wordpress.com or on Facebook at moscow /
pullman meditation group. For questions, email Cynthia Pierce-Garnett, group facilitator, at moscowpullmanmindfulness@gmail.com Joining a meditation group can motivate you to maintain a consistent practice!

The Chalice Lighter Program
The Chalice Lighter Program assists the growth of new and existing Unitarian Universalist
member congregations in the Pacific Northwest with grants to provide vital capabilities and infrastructure. Grants are funded exclusively through contributions from Unitarian Universalists who
participate as Chalice Lighters.
Chalice Lighter grants are intended to help congregations grow by:
 securing, improving or furnishing a building
 reaching out to the community to attract new members
 initiating a new congregation
 funding any other creative program to facilitate growth
To be eligible for a grant, at least 30% of the members must be enrolled as Chalice Lighter donors. Our
own UUCP has received funds in the past for renovating the Yellow House and the church basement. The
Chalice Lighter Program will issue no more than three calls for donations per year & Chalice Lighter donors
are asked to donate at least $20 per call. (You may also simply contribute $60 at the start of the year.)
You can learn more about the program under the district web site (pnwduua.org) or contact Chuck Harris,
208-310-3469 or ccharrisjr@hotmail.com.
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Social Justice Update
There are many issues in our community and our nation at this time, which can be overwhelming. Many
of these issues overlap, so for this month I want to discuss intersectionality. Also, the theme for Moscow’s Inclusive Communities Month for September is Intersectionality.
What is Intersectionality? It is the interconnection of social categorizations such as race, class, gender,
ability, and others that create overlapping and interdependent systems of identity, as well as, discrimination or
disadvantage. Intersectionality is a framework for conceptualizing a person, group of people, or social problem
as affected by different discriminations and disadvantages. It considers people’s overlapping identities and experiences to understand the complexity of the prejudices they face.
People are often disadvantaged by multiple sources of oppression: their race, class, gender identity, sexual orientation, religion, and other identity markers. Identity markers (e.g. “woman” and “black”) do not exist
independently of each other. For example, a black man and a white woman make $0.74 and $0.78 to a white
man’s dollar, respectively. Black women, faced with multiple forms of oppression, only make $0.64. Understanding the concept of intersectionality is essential to combatting the interwoven prejudices people face in
their daily lives.
Kimberlé Crenshaw, law professor and social theorist, coined the term intersectionality. The theory
emerged earlier when black feminists began to speak out about the white, middle-class nature of the mainstream feminist movement. At the same time, many black women experienced sexism while participating in
the Civil Rights movement and were often shut out of leadership positions.
This intersectional experience of facing racism in the feminist movement and sexism in civil rights encouraged black women to call for a feminism that centralized their lived experiences. Today, intersectionality
is considered crucial to social equity work. Activists and community organizations are calling for and participating in more dynamic conversations about the differences in experience among people with different overlapping identities. Without an intersectional lens, events and movements that aim to address injustice towards
one group may end up perpetuating systems of inequities towards other groups.

What can I do?
No matter how or when you have become involved in social justice, it is always possible to work on integrating intersectionality into your view of these issues.
1. Recognize difference.
Sometimes it is easier to believe and to explain to others that “all women feel” a certain way or that
“LGBTQ+ people believe” some common understanding, but this does not reflect reality. We must recognize that all unique experiences of identity, especially multiple overlapping oppressions, are valid.
2. Avoid oversimplified language.
After we recognize this difference, we can move away from language that seeks to define people by a singular identity. You may have heard after the Women’s March that many trans folks and allies felt uncomfortable with the vagina-centric themes of the march. Assuming that all women have vaginas or are defined by their bodies is an oversimplification which can erase the experiences of those who are not gender
binary. By avoiding language that assumes our own experiences are baseline, we can open ourselves up to
listening to others’ points of view.
3. Analyze the space you occupy.
Try to recognize when differences are not represented in the spaces you occupy. Diversity of all kinds matter in your workplace, your activism, your community spaces, and more. If you are meeting with a local
LGBTQ+ organization, is there representation of LGBTQ+ people of color? You may feel that your workplace is racially and ethnically diverse, but is it accessible to people with disabilities? Take note of the welcoming or distancing practices of the spaces you frequent.
Continued on next page
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Continued from prior page

4. Seek other points of view.
Explore the narratives of those with different identities than you. When these people share their experiences, take the opportunity to listen. However, do not expect people with identity markers other than your own
to be there or to want to educate others. In your own time, seek out existing intersectional narratives.
5. Show up.
Do not expect people who face different systems of oppression than you to rally for causes you care about
if you do not rally for theirs. As you hear about issues others face, learn about the work that is currently
being done around these topics. Listen and defer to those who live with these intersectional identities each
day, which will deepen your understanding of your own identity and the subjects you care about most.
Keep an eye out this month for the Inclusive Communities Month activities on intersectionality. Information on events will be going out soon.
Also, Weekend Food for Kids has been extended due to the delayed start of the Moscow School District.
This wonderful program continues to provide food bags for the children of our community. If you have any
questions, please contact me, Ken Faunce at kfaunce@roadrunner.com
Stay safe.
—Ken Faunce

Month of Sundays—
The Latah Recovery Community Center, Inc. (The Center) is a private, nonprofit organization serving
people who are in recovery from alcohol and other drug use or mental health disorders. It is a partnership between people in recovery, family members, allies and local organizations who respect the dignity and equality
of all people and who are dedicated to promoting healthy communities.
The Center is committed to a peer support model and much of the work is done by volunteers who are in
recovery. The Center provides recovery support services that promote recovery through advocacy, education,
and service. The Center strives to end discrimination surrounding behavioral health issues and remove barriers
to recovery while ensuring people in recovery and their supporters are valued with dignity and respect. The
Center seeks to be the voice for those in recovery.
The Center believes in meeting people where they are and not pushing one form of recovery over another.
They recognize there are many pathways to recovery and focus on potential, rather than pathology. The Center
offers hope of a new way of living and ongoing support. · The Center’s website is https://
latahrecoverycenter.org. They are located at 531 S Main, Moscow. They can be reached by phone at 208-8831045 or be email atahrecoverycenter@gmail.com if you want to help or have questions. They can also be
found on Facebook.

Mah Jongg Party
As you probably have guessed,
no Mah Jongg until the Isolate-atHome policy is rescinded, which may
be a while. And, it’s hard to play
Mah Jongg over Zoom. This is a
good time for you all to teach your co
-quarantining family and roommates
how to play Mah Jongg. I hope we
can meet in person
to play soon.
—Mary Jo
Hamilton
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UUCP

Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palouse
PO Box 9342
Moscow, ID 83843
Return Service Requested
Mail Pledge Payments to address above

REFUSED

If you no longer wish to receive this
newsletter, please check the box
above and return.
We pay the postage. Thank you.

General Church Information

UUCP Phone: 208-882-4328
Office Email: uuchurch@moscow.com
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Stevens, Minister
Judy LaLonde, Treasurer: 208-882-3556
http://www.palouseuu.org

Would you like to receive email updates from the UUCP?
Sign me up for the UUCP list, which receives notices of UUCP events, activities, etc.
Sign me up for the Non-UUCP list, which receives notices of events, activities, etc. not directly related to the UUCP but of likely interest to our members and friends.
My email address is:
(please print clearly!)
Please update my email address!
New email address:
Old email address:
Please print clearly.
Place in drop box into church office, email uuchurch@moscow.com,
OR mail to UUCP, PO Box 9342, Moscow, ID 83843
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