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This Month’s Theme: A People of...Hope
December 3, 10:00 am
Waiting…with Hope (An Advent Reflection)
Service Leader: Rev. Elizabeth Stevens
‘Hope is an embrace of the unknown and the unknowable, an alternative to the
certainty of both optimists and pessimists,’ writes Rebecca Solnit in Hope in the
Dark. As we enter the season of Advent, we’ll reflect together on the practice of
patience, the power of perspective, and the potential of peace.
December 10, 10:00 am
Dark and Light, Light and Dark
Service Leader: Rev. Elizabeth Stevens
A quiet, meditative, poetry-based service that invites us into the liminal space of
the season, as the earth reaches its apogee and then spins back round toward the
sun. How do we feel the growing dark in our bodies? Our hearts? Might we find
gifts if we welcome it and rest in it for a time?
December 17, 10:00 am Remembering Hanukkah, Rededicating Sacred Space
Service Leader: Rev. Elizabeth Stevens
We’ll explore the Hanukkah story, remembering the Maccabean revolt and the
miracle in the temple, and inviting contemplation on what it has to teach us, here
and now. When something crashes into our lives, be it grief, trauma, or violence,
how do we reclaim sacred space? Simple acts of kindness and love radiate light
and warmth into the world- and isn’t that a miracle all on its own?
December 24, 10:00 am
Santa’s Workshop: All Ages Service of Gifts
Service Leaders: Ginger Allen (upstair s) and Nancy Nelson (downstair s)
What gift is your spirit yearning for today? Is it a chance to create a beautiful
handmade gift just in time for Christmas? Is it the gift of sitting quietly for a moment, catching your breath in the midst of the holiday hustle? Is it dropping your
children off at church while you get one last hour to shop/wrap gifts/have a quiet
cup of coffee? This Christmas Eve morning you have the chance to find any of
these gifts here at church. Crafts and gift making will be set up in the sanctuary.
We will have music and time to be creative during our 10:00 service. Downstairs
we will have a quiet place for meditation and breath. Children are welcome to
come to the crafts with or without their parents from 10:00-11:15.

December 31, 10:00 am
The Burning Service
This Sunday we will hold our annual Burning service where we reflect on the
past year, letting go of what we need to put down, and holding on to the lessons
learned
Special Holiday Services and Events — see p. 2 for details!
December 7, 6:30 pm
December 10, 5:00 pm
December 22
December 24, 7:00 pm

Light up The Night Parade
Advent Vespers and Soup Supper
Yule!
Christmas Eve: Light of the World

Minister’s Pages
Minister’s Musings December 2017: A People of Hope (Adapted from sermon offered 10/23/16)
Each individual has immense potential, and a great
change in the inner dimension of one individual's life
has the power to touch the lives of others and transform society…Hope, in this sense, is a decision. When
we possess the treasure of hope, we can draw forth
our inner potential and strength. A person of hope can
always advance.
- Daisaku Ikeda
Hope is the decision to believe that we matter.
Hope is the commitment to act in ways that are right
and true and just, not in an attempt to achieve a particular positive outcome, but in faith that our actions can
make a positive difference in the world. Hope is the
choice to “believe in the limitless dignity and possibilities of both ourselves and others.”
This choice is not entirely rational. When we look
at our hurting world, there is abundant evidence that
human beings are often depraved. Everywhere we
look, we can see injustice and violence and greed.
Hope is not entirely rational, but I would argue
that it is defensible. Looking at the whole of human
history, I see a lot of progress. As a species, we are
actually less violent than we were a thousand or even
a hundred years ago. People’s understandings around
human rights have evolved tremendously - especially
in the last fifty or sixty years. We have a long way to
go, and we have some huge challenges to face, but
human beings have done amazing things.

It’s like anything else. If we look for reasons to
feel helpless and hopeless, we will find them. If we
look for sources of hope and inspiration, stories of
courage and generosity, evidence of humanity’s basic
goodness, well, then that’s what we will find. Within
our congregation, people have delivered hundreds of
casseroles to people who need them. Together, we’ve
donated tremendous amounts of money to worthy
causes in the wider community.
Hope doesn’t live in God, and it doesn’t really
live in the individual. It lives in the “we,” in the collective ability of humanity to learn, evolve, and heal.
There’s a rhythm to it. Some days we rest. Some days
we advance. Some days we need to be picked up and
carried. Some days, we are able to carry others.
We all need people who do this for us. We need
to do this for one another…all the time. These small
acts of kindness reignite the flame of hope that burns
in each of us.
Hope is a decision, a choice, a commitment. It
lives in our own sense of agency. It lives in our understanding of history. It lives in our relationships.
It lives at the heart of our faith, of Unitarian Universalism. Hope lives in me, thanks to all of you. I
pray hope lives in all of you, and if your flame has
guttered out, I would ask you to make an appointment to come see me so I can help rekindle it for
you.

Special Holiday Services and Events:
December 7, 6:30 pm
Light up The Night Parade
Ellie Shinam is organizing a Krampus-themed band of characters to march in the parade (in downtown Moscow). Contact her at elliejo68@yahoo.com if you are interested in participating
December 10, 5:00 pm
Advent Vespers and Soup Supper
Join Rev. Elizabeth and Ginger Allen for a quiet Advent vespers service by the light of the Christmas Tree.
Time for reflection, silence, and sharing; a safe and peaceful space to bring whatever feelings don’t fit into the
frenetic ‘holiday cheer’ madness. Child care provided. Simple soup supper to follow.
December 22: Yule!
Ellie Shinam is contact person. Watch for announcements for more information.
December 24th, 7:00 pm
Christmas Eve: Light of the World
Familiar stories, carols, and candlelight…special music by the UUCP Choir, guitarist James Reid, and the new
Children and Youth Choir…and a Christmas Eve message from Rev. Elizabeth. We’ll celebrate the light of a
certain spiritual teacher, purportedly born in a stable in Bethlehem all those years ago…and we’ll lift up and
celebrate the presence of that same divine light within all people, including each of us. Together, we are all a
part of the light of the world.
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Minister’s Pages
Church Chat: Annual Meeting
People who enjoy meetings should not be in charge of
anything.
― Thomas Sowell
Each year, we gather in December for our annual
meeting. As Unitarian Universalists, our congregation
is organized according to congregational polity, which
means that the power lives with the members, who
elect a Board of Trustees as their representatives. For
most of the year, the Board faithfully and responsibly
tends to the work of the church on your behalf. But
certain powers are withheld from the board and remain
with the congregation as a whole. And certain decisions are too big and important to be made without
congregational input.
At pretty much every annual meeting, church
members are asked to do two things:
1. Vote on the slate of new board members.
2. Review and approve the budget.
This year, there are a few additional tasks the
board is asking you to complete:
1. Approve changes to the by-laws. (The board
has gone through these with a fine tooth comb,

checking for accuracy and effectiveness. They
will provide advance copy of the proposed
changes for any policy wonks among you.)
2. Hear a brief report from the Facilities Planning
Task Force, who has researched options for
renovating, expanding, or moving…complete
with visual aids! This is just the start of a longer process of collective decision making.
This board has worked incredibly hard, putting in
many hours both in meetings and outside of them to
complete the By-Laws review and tend to many other
issues on your behalf. Likewise, the facilities planning
team has devoted quite of bit of their time and energy
to giving us the tools to begin a conversation about our
buildings.
I hope you will plan to attend the annual meeting
- Sunday, December 3, following the service, to
thank them for their service and to tend to these important items of business.
Warmly,
Elizabeth

This I Resolve – From your Worship Committee
This may seem early for an announcement for our worship service on January 28, 2018 but it is hoped that
the coming weeks will allow us to focus first on the Hopes of the season that brings our year to a close and
then the Intentions we develop for a new start in a new year. In that service we will, once again, share the
views of some of you on what intentions you have for the year and your plans for making your intentions come
to life.
Some of you may be asked to give a brief statement of your plans for the new year. This is not a contract to perform but is an opportunity to give us all a glimmer of purpose and direction that our lives
might grow and prosper in this next year and beyond.
New Year Resolutions, some of which might not bear direct fruit, never-the-less might just be the approach that sheds light on the actual path to a successful year and life.
May we all be blessed by our shared journeys and remember that Hope is the seedbed for tomorrows possibilities.

The Holidays and Our UU Cookbook
Our beautiful and intriguing UU Cookbook is still available for the upcoming
holiday season and beyond. It can help fill out your gift list for Christmas, birthdays,
or that special hostess gift. Also, it contains many recipes for holiday meals, such as,
“Grandpa Larry's Cornbread Stuffing”, “Nantucket Cranberry Pie”, “Honey Pumpkin Pie”, and many delicious side dishes, not to forget a host of cookies for your
Christmas baking.
The Cookbook will be on display and for sale during coffee hour after our Sunday services during December. Orders can be placed, also, with Alice Woodrum at
a.fadner@comcast.net or (970) 302-3970. The cost is $15.00.
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UUCP Environmental Task Force December 2017 Report
Former Ohio Senator Nina Turner, an
environmental activist, shares this wisdom from her Grandmother: "To get
along in life all you need is a wishbone
(so you can dream), a jawbone (so you can speak truth
to power), and a backbone (because the road to fulfilling your dreams is paved with setbacks). Isn't this
the kind of statement we need to carry with us in our
pocket for inspiration when the going gets rough in
our current political climate? Those of us who attended George Weurthner's "Keep Wilderness Wild"
presentation were certainly motivated to make sure we
preserve our wild areas, especially those here in the
Northwest.
The October Nimiipuu Protecting the Environment Summit at the Clearwater Casino on October 28
provided a daylong program of speakers from both the
Nez Perce Tribe and environmental organizations. After hearing Stefanie Krantz, the Nez Perce Climate
Change Coordinator, we brought home many ideas
that we can use here in Moscow. Stefanie has composed a Climate Change Resolution that was adopted
by the tribe. Several of us have agreed to work on a
similar resolution that we can use both in our church
and in our community. Isn't this another way we can
overcome setbacks and "fulfill our dreams?"
Pat Rathmann represented us at two different November workshops. The two-day Farm and Food Expo
in Spokane was filled with individual mini-sessions on
everything from establishing an urban garden to natural dying with native materials. Then Safeguarding
Idaho's Economy at UI, live-streamed from Boise,

provided opportunities to safeguard our state while we
live in a world changed by a warming climate. This
event offered meetings in agriculture, recreation, forestry, health concerns, and architecture to discuss
problems and possible answers. It was an excellent
antidote for those who recognize the problem but
wonder what the solutions are.
As part of the Palouse Environmental Sustainability Coalition, we were honored to be recognized by
the Moscow Coop Food for Thought Film Committee
along with the Palouse CCL as one of the co-sponsors
of Al Gore's new documentary "An Inconvenient Sequel". This free event at the Kenworthy filled the theatre. If you missed this showing and would like to organize a group here at the church, please let Pat know
as she has purchased the DVD. Several of our members are considering attending one of Al Gore's Climate Reality classes which have already inspired over
8000 activists world wide.
Teddy Roosevelt once said "of all the questions
which can come before this nation, short of the actual
preservation of its existence in a great war, there is
none which compares in importance with the great
central task of leaving this land even a better land for
our descendants than it is for us." As the author of this
Environmental Task Force article, I would like to
share this goal with you that my mother, who taught
Junior High classes, shared with her students and also
with me. If this goal resonates with you as well, please
join our group at our next meeting after church on December 17. You can address questions to Pat
Rathmann, plr23@cornell.edu.

UUCP Upcoming Family Promise Weeks at The Yellow House:
Sunday, December 17—Sunday, December 24
Sunday March 25—Sunday April 1
Sunday June 24—Sunday July 1
Sunday July 1—Sunday July 8
Sunday September 16—Sunday September 23(Guests will stay in the Yellow House, but hosting duties will be covered by two LDS Wards)
On the first Sunday of a stay, we set up at 1:00. This allows our RE classes and childcare to
take place as usual in the Yellow House. On the second Sunday of a stay, we pack up by
9:00 to allow classrooms to be set up again.

Help UUCP with Best Western Seasons Restaurant Receipts
Bring your receipt from dining at the Best Western Seasons Restaurant (this must be the restaurant receipt, NOT your credit card receipt) to the UUCP, and each month Best Western will write UUCP a check for
10% of the total! Receipts can be mailed to the church (PO Box 9342, Moscow, ID, 83843), deposited in the
office drop box, or added to the collection plate on Sundays. Questions? Contact Sue Allard, 208-882-7320.
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PPQ News
The PPQ had a good month, with
high attendance and lots of good
work on our projects. The annual
Quilt Sunday service was held on
November 12. Rev. Elizabeth
with celebrant Pam Arborgreen
conducted an excellent service,
by all accounts. I have heard many comments on
Pam’s wonderful children’s story.
Quilt Sunday was also the day we did the drawing
for our raffle quilt, Palouse Star. The winner of the
quilt, Sherry Pixley, is a quilter herself, and was selling raffle tickets for her group’s own quilt when she
purchased the winning ticket. Her group meets in Viola, and the quilt raffle proceeds will benefit the Viola
Community Center. Is this a case of “What goes
around, comes around?” Sherry came to PPQ on Mon-

day, November 13 to claim her quilt. Many photos
were taken, and there were treats as well. Congratulations, Sherry! Our raffle earnings will go to GOOD
CAUSES a usual.
Speaking of good causes, our annual Holiday Bazaar is coming up December 2 and 3. On Saturday,
December 2 the PPQ will be at the Winter Market at
the 1912 Center, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm. Come by and
shop then for the best selection of merchandise. We
will also be at the UU church on Sunday, December 3
in the basement after the service. I hope to see you all
there.
The PPQ wishes you a peaceful holiday season,
filled with friends, music and good things to eat. Hug
your family and reflect on the joys of the season.
—Mary Jo Hamilton

Wholly Crones

Wholly Crones is a group of friendly “life-experienced women” who meet on
the first and third Tuesdays of every month (September - May) at 1:30 pm. Meetings
are held in the Micky Lounge at Good Samaritan, 640 N. Eisenhower, in Moscow.
We invite women of the UUCP to join us. We will explore and discuss a variety
of topics such as aging, decision making, women’s issues, current events, medical
care in America, and spirituality in the second half of life. Feel free to bring a bag
lunch or snack. For Questions or further information phone or email Sue Allard
(jifsue@moscow.com, 208-882-7320).

UUCP Green Sanctuary Committee
December is here and soon the shortest day of the year will be upon us and that means Winter Solstice
Celebration! Please join us for a Winter Solstice Celebration Friday, December 22 in the church sanctuary.
Ellie Shinham is organizing the program.
The month with the shortest, darkest days seems to be a good time to talk about electricity and where
ours comes from. This is one of the topics we explored in the “Our Place in the Web of Life” class the GSC
recently held. AVISTA is the service provider for most of UUCP’s members so I explored where AVISTA
gets the electricity it sells us. AVISTA’s energy mix is easy to find on their webpage – biomass (2%), wind
(4.5%), coal (9.5%), natural gas (35%) and hydro (49%) (https://www.myavista.com/about-us/our-company/
about-our-energy-mix). The biomass, natural gas and coal generated electricity comes from plants in Kettle
Falls, WA, Spokane, WA, Rathdrum, ID, Boardman, OR and Colstrip, MT. Most of the hydro power comes
from AVISTA owned dams on the Spokane and Clark Fork rivers. Before the dams in the early 1900’s, the
Spokane river had one of the largest salmon runs in the area. Extinguishing the salmon run on the Spokane
river greatly impacted the Spokane Indians.
The two dams on the Clark Fork river are also affecting fish populations. They impede cut throat and bull
trout migration up and down the river creating fragmented populations. In 2016 and 2017 trap and haul facilities were installed on the dams to help with fish movement. This was done in conjunction with the Kalispell
Tribe.
Learning the history of the Spokane river dams and their impact on salmon strengthened my commitment
to help the Nez Perce restore the salmon runs on the Snake also my commitment to community generated solar electricity.
—Barbara Hellier
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Religious Exploration News—This Month in RE
2017-2018 Religious Exploration Children’s Classes and Curricula
Children ages prek-8th grade attend the first part of our 10:00 am service and begin classes in the Yellow
House after the Time for All Age portion of the service. Classes run until 11:30.
Middle School Our Whole Lives and High School Youth meet 12:00-2:00 in the Yellow House.
Nursery care for children aged birth – 4 years old is available from 9:45-11:30 each Sunday.
Prek (age 4*) - First Grade: Spirit Play
Meets in Yellow House Basement; 10:00 am Service
Spirit Play is a model of Religious Exploration that invites children to create their own spiritual expressions
and reflect on their own understandings of faith, spirit and story. Drawing inspiration from the Montessori
Method, this class centers around hands-on stories that illustrate our values and faith which are followed by
open ended ‘wondering questions’ which invite children to express their own thoughts and understandings of
the concepts presented. Children then are invited to reflect through self-chosen spiritual tasks around the classroom which will include art responses, spirit work such as yoga and creating with blocks, a reading nook, and
re-exploring stories.
Grades 2-3: Soul Matters
Meets in Yellow House Main; 10:00 am service
Soul Matters is a way of transforming our religious exploration classes to dive deeper into the themes that
shape our lives and to connect us with our larger church community. Each month the whole church will embark on a new theme which will be explored through experiences in story, song, service, movement, activities
and connection to ourselves and others. Each week we will look at the monthly theme through a new lens, allowing each child to fully connect in his or her own way. The monthly themes for the fall include Welcome,
Courage, Abundance and Hope.
Grades 4-8: Soul Matters
Meets in Yellow House Youth Room; 10:00 am service
Our older elementary children and middle school youth are also embarking on our Soul Matters journey. They
will explore the same themes as the younger and older youth through age appropriate activities, service, and
engagement of self. Note that this class is available for all middle school youth regardless of their participation
in the OWL program which occurs after church. In this way all of our middle school youth are served in each
Sunday morning.
Middle School OWL
Meets in Yellow House Main, 12:00-1:30 pm Sundays (schedule varies)
Our Whole Lives (OWL) is a comprehensive sex and relationship program that views sexuality as a vital part
of our human and spiritual self. With a holistic approach, Our Whole Lives provides accurate, developmentally appropriate information about a range of topics, including relationships, gender identity, sexual orientation,
sexual health, and cultural influences on sexuality. This program requires a parent orientation and firm youth
commitment through the church year. Middle school youth who are not part of OWL are welcome to join our
10 am programing.
Grades 9-12: Youth Group
Meets in Yellow House Youth Room (Upstairs); 12:00-2:00 pm most Sundays
This group is encouraged to take leadership over the direction and function of their group. They will be also
using the Soul Matters theme of the month to guide their engagement in the group, the church and our community. Facilitated by amazing youth leaders from our church, this group can be seen going on a summer rafting
trip, attending area youth conferences, becoming involved in community events and justice work, as well as
hanging out and being offered the space to find their own spiritual paths.

Soulful Wednesdays
Once per month (watch announcements for December date) we will be gathering for food, community, fun
and engagement with our monthly Soul Matters theme. This month our theme is “Abundance” We will engage
in activities and learning around this topic as well as have a chance for food and connection. Please bring a potluck dish to share! This replaces our previous “It’s Elementary” evenings, but rest assured we will still have
game nights!
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This Month in Religious Exploration—Soul Matters Theme: Hope

Sunday December 3rd
Spirit Play (ages 4-1 grade): “Hanukah” The children will hear a story of Hanukah and learn about the
Jewish holiday of lights.
Grades 2-3 and Grades 4-8 (separate classes): Birds and Hope. The Dove has long been a symbol of
hope. We will think today of the way birds remind us of hope as we enter the holiday season. We will
make origami cranes and bird feeders as a way to bring this symbol into our lives.
Middle School OWL: (12 noon) Wor kshop 9: Sexual Or ientation
High School Youth Group: (12 noon) Christmas for Kids. We will be shopping for a Chr istmas for Kids
family at the mall and then wrapping the gifts at church. Note that this is a field trip day – teens will be
driven in youth advisors vehicles to and from the mall.
Sunday December 10
Spirit Play (ages 4-1st grade): “Christmas” the children will hear a story of Christmas and learn a bit more
about this holiday from a UU perspective.
Grades 2-3 and Grades 4-8 (separate classes): L ight and Hope. In this season of dar kness will think of
the symbol of light and the turning of the year and season. We will make beeswax candles and create beautiful light votives to bring home.
Middle School OWL: (12 noon): Wor kshop 10 Guest Panel.
High School Youth Group: (12 noon) T ree Decorating. The youth gr oup will be in char ge of decor ating
the church Christmas Tree this year, join us in the sanctuary at noon for cookies, hot apple cider and let
your inner Christmas spirit take flight!
Sunday December 17
Spirit Play (ages 4-1st grade): Feast Day. We will come together in community to eat a special holiday
snack and then have time to work in our classroom.
Grades 2-3 and Grades 4-8: Hanuk kah A ll A ges Session. J oin the RE Team for a special look into the
Jewish holiday of lights, Hanukkah. We will hear the story behind this holiday, eat latkes and learn to play
the dreidel game. Ages Prek-5th grade.
Middle School OWL (12 noon): Wor kshop 11, Sexuality and Disability
High School Youth Group: No gr oup due to Chr istmas Br eak.
Sunday December 24
All Ages Service of Gifts; 10:00 am. What gift is your spir it year ning for today? Is it a chance to cr eate a
beautiful handmade gift just in time for Christmas? Is it the gift of sitting quietly for a moment, catching your
breath in the midst of the holiday hustle? Is it dropping your children off at church while you get one last hour
to shop/wrap gifts/have a quiet cup of coffee? This Christmas Eve morning you have the chance to find any of
these gifts here at church. Crafts and gift making will be set up in the sanctuary. We will have music and time
to be creative during our 10:00 service. Downstairs we will have a quiet place for meditation and breath. Children are welcome to come to the crafts with or without their parents from 10:00-11:15.
Sunday December 31
New Years Children’s Chapel. The tur ning of the year is an oppor tunity to r eview the pr evious year
and make resolutions for the new one just beginning. Children today will have the chance to do this by writing
or drawing both what they want to let go of and what they wish to hold on to in the coming year.
st

Parent Night Out December 16, 5-8 pm. J ust in time for last minute shopping or a chance for a quiet evening to counteract the hustle of the season, sign up today for our December Parent Night out here at the
UUCP. Contact ginger at lebeauvirginia@gmail.com
Announcing the formation of a UU Children and Youth Choir! We will be embarking on a new and
fun experience for our children and youth this holiday season - a child and youth choir! We will be singing for
the 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service and would like to welcome all our childr en and youth to come be
part of this exciting event. Rehearsals will be 11:30-12:00 noon on Sundays Dec 3, 10, & 17, AND a special
rehearsal Thursday Dec 21 7:00 pm with the full adult choir. All rehearsals held in the church sanctuary
except the first which will be in the YH Main. You don't need to be at each and every one but do try to get to
as many as possible. Open to any youth or child in our church, you can send me an email with your interest or
just show up!
Our choir will be directed by our own Cari Exarhos with Lynna Stewart on piano and will be singing The
Holly and the Ivy. This will be a compilation of both the adult choir and children's choir singing and should
be absolutely beautiful.
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Refuge Recovery, Mondays, now at 6:00 pm in the Yellow House
Refuge recovery is a non-theistic, Buddhist-inspired approach to recovery from addictions of all kinds.
We are a community of people dedicated to the practices of mindfulness, compassion, forgiveness, and generosity, using meditation and kindness to heal the pain and suffering that addiction has caused in our lives and in
the lives of those around us.
Our weekly peer-led meetings include guided meditations, readings from the book Refuge Recovery, and
group sharing and discussion.
We meet every Monday night at 6:00 pm (new time!) in the Yellow House.

Thursday Social Justice Brown Bag—on Hold Until January
Watch for a start date in January, and plan to join us for a brown bag lunch on the 2nd
and 4th Thursdays, 12:00 noon-1:00 pm in the chur ch basement. We' ll be discussing Social Justice issues put forward by the UUA, the UUSC, and others as the group's interest dictates. Meetings may be led by Rev. Stevens, Ginger Allen, and/or Ken Faunce.

YUU Wanna Play?
A monthly series of play dates with fellow UUs.
Making time for play and laughter with others is an essential part of building and maintaining resilience
and strength, both individually and as a community. We need this now more than ever.
Conceived by April Rubino and blessed by Ginger Allen, all are invited to participate in any and all sessions. April and Ginger definitely want collaborators and co-facilitators to help with set-up, clean-up, childcare
and publicity so it remains fun for everyone! There will be a signup genius so people can sign up to attend and
possibly co-facilitate (maybe two per session, so no one does it alone?) with an option for "childcare upon request" to determine that need each month.
Tentatively planned for the last Weds of the month from 6:00-8:00 pm with a light potluck.
 December: Board Games, Card Games Br ing your favor ite boar d games or car d game ideas to
share. Or just show up.
 January: Wacky Makeover Hair, Makeup & Clothing Exchange Party If you have your own
makeup and hair products, bring them. Also your gently used clothing that you are ready to let go of. And
we'll help each other create a brand new look!
 February: Draw, Color, Fingerpaint, Sculpt We' ll have mater ials to shar e; br ing your own if you
have them.
 March: Drumming Circle Time to dr um out the winter by banging, clanking, shaking or clapping
in a trance-inducing interplay of rhythms. Dancing is allowed.
We hope people who love a certain activity will step up as co-hosts for this series and also independently
plan to organize more such gatherings throughout the year.
*Adult Sleep-Over could be added after any of the monthly gather ings for those who want to stay.
This will be another sign-up genius option each month. If you select it, be prepared to co-facilitate it.
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Monday

12
7:00 pm Bridge Grp II,
CB
7:00 pm Buddhist Fellowship, CS

Weds.

Thursday

Saturday

YHM —Yellow House, Main Floor
YHB —Yellow House, Basement
YH2 — Yellow House, Second Floor
CS — Church Sanctuary
CB — Church Basement

Friday

1
2
7:30 pm Folk
9:00 am Christmas
Dancing, CB
Tree Hunt
10:00 am PPQ Bazaar
at Winter Market at
1912 Center

8
9
7:30 pm Folk
Dancing, CB

21
3:30 pm Latah Co. Human
Rights Task Force, CB
7:00 pm Choir, CS

29

22
2:00 pm Yule
Service, CS
& CB

30
11:00 am Modern Celts
Irish Dance, CB

23
7:30 pm Folk Dancing,
CB

15
16
7:30 pm Folk
4:00 Chants to Dive
Dancing, CB
Deep, CS

28
7:00 pm Choir, CS

13
14
4:30 pm
7:00 pm Choir, CS
PRDC Mtg, 7:00 pm Palouse Prairie
YHM
Foundation Board Mtg,
5:00 pm SoulYHM
ful Wednesdays

5
6
7
1:30 pm Wholly Crones, 6:00 pm
11:30 am Retirees’ LunchGood Sam Micky
PFLAG, CB
eon, The Breakfast Club
Lounge
6:00 pm Deco- 7:00 pm Choir, CS
7:00 pm Bridge Grp II,
rate the
CB
Christmas
7:00 pm Buddhist FelTree, CS
lowship, CS

Tuesday

December 2017
Sunday

3 10:00 am Service
11:15 am Informational Congregational Meeting, CS
11:15 am PPQ Bazaar, CB
12:00 pm Youth Groups, YH

4
11:30 am Exec.
Comm Mtg, CB
6:00 pm Grief Support Group, CS
6:00 pm Refuge Recovery, YH2
7:30 pm PPQ, CB

10
10:00 am Service
11
11:15 Youth Holiday Fundraiser, 6:00 pm Refuge ReCB
covery, YH2
11:45 am Green Sanctuary
7:30 pm PPQ, CB
Comm Mtg, CB
12:00 pm Youth Groups, YH
12:00 pm OWL Parent Mtg, CS
5:00 pm Advent Vespers, CS
7:00 pm Bridge Group, CB

19
20
1:30 pm Wholly Crones,
Good Sam Micky
Lounge
7:00 pm Bridge Grp II,
CB
7:00 pm Buddhist Fellowship, CS

18
6:15 pm UpStanders
Mtg, YHM
7:00 pm Board Mtg,
CS
6:00 pm Refuge Recovery, YH2
7:30 pm PPQ, CB

17
10:00 am Service
11:15 am Congregational Meeting to Vote on Budget, Board,
and By-Lawys
11:30 am Worship Comm Mtg,
Rev. Elizabeth’s Office
12:00 pm Env. Task Force, CB
12:00 pm Youth Groups, YH

27
6:00 pm YUU
Want to
Play?, CB

26
7:00 pm Bridge Grp II,
CB
7:00 pm Buddhist Fellowship, CS
10:00 am Service

24
10:00 am Service
25
11:30 am SGM Facilitators’ Mtg, 6:00 pm Refuge ReGinger Allen’s office
covery, YH2
7:30 pm PPQ, CB

31
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December Events
Saturday December 2
PPQ Bazaar at Winter Market at the 1912 Center,
10:00 am
Sunday December 3
Informational Congregational Meeting, directly after
service, CS
PPQ Bazaar, 11:15 am, CB
Monday December 4
Executive Comm Mtg, 11:30 am, CB
Grief Support Group, 6:00 pm, CS
Tuesday December 5
Wholly Crones, 1:30 pm, Good Sam Micky Lounge
Wednesday December 6
PFLAG, 6:00 pm, CB
Thursday December 7
Retirees’ Luncheon, 11:30 am, The Breakfast Club
Sunday December 10
Youth Holiday Fundraiser, 11:15 am, CB
Green Sanctuary Mtg, 11:45 am, CB
OWL Parent Meeting, 12:00 pm, CS
Advent Vespers, 5:00 pm, CS
Bridge Group, 7:00 pm, CB
Wednesday December 13
Paradise Ridge Defense Coal. Mtg, 4:30 pm, YHM
Soulful Wednesdays, 5:00 pm, CB
Thursday December 14
Palouse Prairie Found. Board Mtg, 7:00 pm, YHM
Saturday December 16
Chants to Dive Deep, 4:00 pm, CS
Sunday December 17
Congregational Meeting to Vote on Budget, Board,
and By-Laws, after the service, CS
Worship Committee Mtg, 11:30 am, CS
Environmental Task Force Mtg, 12:00 pm, CB
Monday December 18
UpStanders Mtg, 6:15 pm, YHM
Board Mtg, 7:00 pm, CS
Tuesday December 19
Wholly Crones, 1:30 pm, Good Sam Micky Lounge
Thursday December 21
Latah Co. Human Rts Task Force, 3:30 pm, CB
Friday December 22
Yule Service, 2:00 pm, CS & CB
Saturday December 23
Folk Dancing, 7:30 pm, CB
Sunday December 24
Small Group Ministry Facilitators’ Mtg, 11:30 am,
Ginger Allen’s office
Wednesday December 27
YUU Want to Play?, 6:00 pm, CB
Saturday December 30
Modern Celts Irish Dance, 11:00 am, CB
10

Dates to Remember—
Mark Your Calendars!
Mondays:
Refuge Recovery, 6:00 pm, YHM
Purple Paisley Quilters, 7:30 pm, CB
Tuesdays:
Bridge Group II, 7:00 pm, CB
Buddhist Fellowship, 7:00 pm, CS
Thursdays:
Choir, 7:00 pm, CS
Fridays:
Folk Dancing, 7:30 pm, CB
Sundays:
Service, 10:00 am, CS
Youth Groups, 12:00 noon, YH

UUCP Staff Information
Rev. Elizabeth Stevens, Minister
Phone: 208-310-5937
Email: revehstevens@gmail.com
Mondays 3:30-5:00 at UUCP, Wednesdays 3:305:00 pm at Cafe Artista (Moscow), and Thursdays
3:30-5:00 pm at Cafe Moro (Pullman); also by appointment.
Ginger Allen,
Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration
Phone: 208-882-4328
Email: uucp-dre@moscow.com
Office Hours:
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday
9:00-12:00
And by appointment
Summer Stevens, Administrative Secretary
Phone: 208-882-4328
Email: uuchurch@moscow.com
Office Hours:
Monday & Friday 9:00-3:30
Tuesday & Thursday 1:30-3:30 pm
Jon Anderson, Music Director
On Sabbatical through December 2017
Cari Exarhos, Sabbatical Choir Director
Email: caroline.exarhos@gmail.com

~Check out the UUCP
online
at palouseuu.org~

UUCP Buddhist Fellowship
We are a group from the Moscow, Idaho and
Pullman, Washington area. We meet (Tuesdays,
7:00-8:30 pm, CS) to meditate and discuss mindfulness and Buddhist ideas and how we might apply
our practices to our lives. We are a mixture of ages,
gender, and degrees of belief, but we’re all lay practitioners ranging from those just interested in mindfulness, secular Buddhism, and
those who are pursuing further
study. We discuss topics with humor, compassion, and encouragement for each other. Each week
we begin with a meditation and
then discuss a mindfulness topic.
All are welcome
May this group:
-Promote a safe and happy community
-Promote a curious and inquiring mind
-Promote a generous and kind heart

UUCP Retirees’ Lunch—December 7
We meet on the 1st Thursday of each month at
11:30 am in the back room of The Breakfast Club,
501 S. Main, in downtown Moscow. Everyone is welcome, retired or not. Join us for good
food and conversation.

Modern Celts Dance Club

Modern Celts is a club dedicated to experiencing
and sharing the joy of Celtic dance, primarily Irish. We
explore mostly Irish styles of dance including: Sean
Nos dance, step dance, group dancing-ceili and setdance; however we delve into other Celtic styles (such
as Scottish) as well. We meet the last Saturday of each
month, from 11:00 am—1:00 pm in the Church Basement. We will do beginners and
group dancing from 11:00—
12:00 and solo steps from
12:00—1:00. Times may change;
please verify with Jessie Hunter.
The club is non-competitive, performing is optional. Contact Jessie Hunter for more information.
Looking for Interfaith
Assistants (a.k.a. Sidekicks). Inter ested in Interfaith work? Reverend
Elizabeth could use some
company and/or backup to join the two interfaith
groups she participates in. Our Interfaith efforts are
important as they help us find common ground with
those of other faiths, and help us strengthen our community relationships. If interested, contact Reverend
Elizabeth at revehstevens@gmail.com.

Want to Borrow Tables/Chairs/Etc. from UUCP? Here’s How!
It isn’t unusual for one of us to borrow something from the church on occasion when we are hosting an
event that needs some chairs, or you are putting on a reception and really could use a larger coffee pot. Our
plastic chairs graced the stage at the Women’s March and again at the Climate March, and are often seen at
parties at the McConnell Mansion. Our coffee pot goes to the Renaissance Fair and the Martin Luther King Jr
Breakfast. While the church wants to support all these activities whenever possible, sometimes things go missing when they are needed at the church. To make this process go more smoothly, we are instituting a few rules
for borrowing.
1. Check the calendar with Summer to be sure that there is not an event at the church that will need the
item of interest.
2. Fill out the Lending Log with your name, phone number or e
mail address, what you are borrowing, the time the items are
taken and the time the items are returned. Of course, be sure
the items are clean and in good condition when returned. You
may be asked to pay a security fee refundable upon return of
the borrowed items.

Thanks in advance for helping to make this easy and stress-free
for us all!
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Soul Matters: Suggested Spiritual Exercises
Spreading Our Stories of Hope

Instead of options this month, we are all invited to do one single exercise together: Spend some time remembering how you’ve been saved by hope. And then bring that story of hope to your group (or friends) to
share.
Hope rarely descends or magically appears. Most often, it’s passed on. It comes to us as a gift. We don’t
find it, as much as we receive it. And almost always, that gift comes in the form of a story. Hearing tales of
others finding their way through the dark helps us trust that light is waiting at the end our tunnels as well. Listening to others talk about their sources of hope helps us notice the many resources available to us. Simply put,
hope can’t spread without our stories. Light doesn’t travel through the dark on its own. It hitchhikes on the tales we tell each other.
So this month, let’s give each other the gift of hope by sharing the gift of our stories. We all have them.
Some of us will talk about that person whose belief in us enabled us to believe in ourselves. Others will talk
about how we held on through depression for the sake of kids. More than one of us will name that moment
when we realized that the darkness was not our enemy but actually contained a gift. At least one of us will
likely talk about the magic of “faking it until we made it.” Still others may share their experience of stumbling
upon one of those beautiful “It Gets Better” videos. In the end, the details of the stories are less important than
the act of bringing them all into the room. Surrounded by each other’s stories, the circle can’t help but become
lit up.
Besides bringing a personal story of hope to your group, consider also bringing in a symbol/token that
represents the essence of your story. You might also want to keep that symbol/token close to you during the
weeks before your meeting, as a way of both helping you remember the details and offering gratitude.

Soul Matters: Questions for December

As always, don’t treat these questions like “homework” or a list that needs to be covered in its entirety.
Instead, simply pick the one question that speaks to you most and let it lead you where you need to go. The
goal is not to analyze what “hope” means in the abstract, but to figure out what being a part of a people of
hope means for you and your daily living. So, which question is calling to you? Which one contains “your
work”?
1. What if your darkness is not the darkness of the tomb, but instead the darkness of the womb? What if this
pain of yours is not about death and loss, but new life trying to be born? Could it be that Life - like any
good midwife - is calling you to “breathe and push”?
2. Who is hope for you? Whose way of being in the world helps you believe that tomorrow will be better?
What are you doing to ensure that their inspiration remains front-and-center rather than faded and far
away?
3. What might it mean for you to “be hope”? It’s one thing to believe in hope; it’s quite another to become it.
4. Are you bringing more hope into the world than you realize? Are you sure that your everyday commitments and work can’t be seen as “bringing hope into the world”? If you don’t think of your work and commitments in that way, how might life look different if you did?
5. Are you hopeless? Or have you let someone take away your hope? Have you allowed someone’s betrayal
to convince you that the world is darker than it really is?
6. Are you sure hope abandoned you? Or did your preferred dream just not occur? What if hope is waiting for
you in a new and unexpected form?
7. Why are you keeping your hopes so small? Are you really going to let that past disappointment dictate the
size of your dreams?
8. Are you calling yourself a cynic, but really a disappointed idealist underneath? Is your cynicism making
you feel sane or suffocated?
9. Is hope trying to sooth your heart or disturb it? Is there a holy impatience inside you that is tired of waiting? Is hope itself telling you, “Stop hoping; Start acting, demanding, doing!”
10. Are you clear about the responsibility we have for our grandchildren’s’ hopes?
11. What if hope doesn’t swoop in and wipe away all the pain? What if hope is you standing squarely inside
the pain and saying to it, “You are not the full story”?
12. What’s your question? Your question may not be listed above. As always, if the above questions don't include what life is asking from you, spend the month listening to your days to hear it.
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Welcome New Members!

We are so happy to welcome 3 new members to our UU Congregation, Katherine Clancy, Lillia Green,
and Sarah Quallen, on November 12. During the New Member ceremony they signed the book and each received a plant. A fruit and nut buffet was held after church at coffee hour to meet our new members and celebrate their membership.

Lillia Green wr ites: I' m fr om Souther n Califor nia, and have lived in
Pullman, Washington for 7 years. I've faced and overcome many challenges in
life, and am stronger because of it. I firmly believe in the resilience of human
kind, and in the potential of everyone.
For fun, I like to play with my yoyo, crochet, sing, write, speak in public,
and be active in my community. I love to learn and enjoy helping others. I've
grown to love being a part of the UU Church, and am looking forward to being a member.

Katherine Clancy (Kat) was bor n in Rifle, Colorado and grew up mostly in San
Bernardino, CA. She likes to describe herself as an only child with 6 brothers and
sisters.
Kat’s mom, Dorothy, was windowed when Kat was 5. She remarried had had two more children, Kat’s half sister and half brother.
Kat graduated from Cal State University, San Bernardino. After she
was out of college, the family received news that Dorothy’s sister in Idaho
had passed away. By this time Dorothy had been divorced for some time.
She eventually married her brother-in-law, Vernon Burlison and Kat’s
cousins became her step brothers and sisters.
Kat has lived and worked in San Bernardino area, YMCA and optical assistant; in Santa Barbara, hospital accounts receivable; in North Carolina, restaurant manager. She moved to Moscow in 1983 to drive and
plan tours for the Idaho Roadrunners travel club, started by her parents. She worked at Gritman for 15 years,
then at the University of Idaho for 18 years and retired January 1 of 2017.
She is single but has always had cat children. Currently she has just one temperamental cat, Daisy. She
took watercolor classes from Linda Wallace for several years and continues to paint and create encaustic and
mixed media art. She shares a studio at the Dahmen Artisan Barn in Uniontown. She is an active member of
Palouse Women Artists and serves on the Moscow Art Commission.
Kat was baptized a Methodist, spent many years as an active Presbyterian, attended a Catholic church
for a bit and was out of any church for most the past 25 years. She is very happy to have found a home in
UUCP.
Sarah Quallen is a four th gener ation Unitar ian
(Universalist). Her grandparents, Mary and Leonard Kawula, helped
established this church, and her great-grandparents built the Unitarian church in Shelbyville, Illinois.
Although she was born in Moscow, she didn’t live here until 11
years ago. Prior to that, Sarah considered herself a nomad who never
-ever considered living in Moscow. Much to her surprise, both her
children, Julius and Guenevere, were born in the same hospital she
was born in and now Julius and Guenevere are spending much of
their growing up in the same church their grandmother grew up in.
So much for being a nomad.
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Living the 7th UU Principle

The World You Want Is Up to You: Nils Peterson Suggests Drastic Action
I find myself agreeing with Florida Gov. Rick Scott; it’s time to stop talking
about climate change. “Change” is too passive; what’s happening is catastrophe.
In November, a Federal report called for “drastic action” on climate “soon.” In an
era of mass extinction, I think we need to consider those words in light of the
UUA 7th Principle – respect for the interdependent web of life. I’m pondering
how to demonstrate respect through “drastic action” “soon.”
This spring, in “A roadmap for rapid decarbonization,” Johan Rockström and
others offered definitions of those terms. They proposed that during the decade of
the 2020s emissions must be reduced by half, and half again in each subsequent
decade thru 2050.
To understand what halving our emissions would be, Google found me a
graph of U.S. carbon emissions from 1950 to 2015. Emissions under Truman were about half what they are
today. In 1950, my newly married parents didn’t own a car. Moscow’s 1950 era houses tell us things were
smaller and simpler here, too. 1950 predates the big build-up of the interstate highway system and air travel
was limited.
I have been working steadily to reduce my direct burning of carbon, replacing natural gas appliances and
two older cars with a Prius and an all-electric Leaf. Avista’s Buck-a-block program sells me wind power,
avoiding the fossil fuel component in their fuel mix. None of this feels drastic. Pat Rathmann has helped me
offer several workshops where I explained my strategy and thinking. For Earth Day 2018 she is organizing another, where I hope to explore taking “drastic action.” “Drastic” for me would be to have no car, to walk, bike
or bus around town. The impact of fewer cars would be less demand for roads and parking, with their many
direct and indirect carbon footprints. Drastic would be to sell our place and move closer to Main Street.
There is an ongoing push to finish widening U.S. Highway 95. “Drastic” in the eyes of some of our community would be to abandon that project entirely, eliminating the carbon footprint of its construction. “Drastic”
would be to abandon the airport realignment which supports more flying.
Come to the workshop April 22 and lets explore together what drastic actions we could take, individually
and as a community of faith, to protect climate and the interdependent web of life.

In the Family
Congratulations to: the Leonar d Family, on Baby Ian coming home.
Please Hold in Your Thoughts: Michael Ir vin’s friend from college, Nancy Neher, whose breast cancer
has spread to her bones & kidneys;
Please notify the office, uuchurch@moscow.com or 882-4328, of any family news to be included here.

Chants to Dive Deep is a musical meditation event designed to take you deep into inner space. Led by
April Rubino, CDD will be offered this month on Saturday December 16 from 4:00 - 5:30 pm in the sanctuary
at UUCP. All voices are welcome, both sound and silence are appropriate. Suggested love offering: $5-10, no
one turned away for lack of funds.
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Month of Sundays—December 2017: Sojourners’ Alliance
Our Month of Sundays recipient for December will be
Sojourners Alliance, to suppor t the or ganization’s efforts to
provide resources to the residents of Syringa Trailer Park who
will be displaced when the park closes. Sojourners’ Alliance is
a Moscow-based non-profit organization that helps homeless
individuals and families in need by providing decent affordable housing to low-income persons, supplemental
food assistance, on-site case management, counseling services, and referrals to other area agencies in an effort
to help our clients become self-sufficient and get back on their feet.
They can be reached via their website, http://sojournersalliance.org/, by phone at (208) 883-3438, or
through email at shelter@turbonet.com.

Communication and Connection
Patches. At one time, a patch on a
pant might have suggested a bit of poverty. For some, it was instead a positive
utility, a wise use of materials, even ingenuity. To another, an appliqué of flourish.
And then there are those very special
patches that stitch together into a cherished quilt, beautifully full of warmth and
memories. What a wonderful thing to have transformed these patches into heartfelt treasures. But what
of the threads? Not the threads that sew all the patches
together. What of the threads snipped off when too
short or at their end after a knot?
Do we discard them? Do any survive to become
something else? Perhaps tied in a loose bunch and put
out for birds to take, to sew their nests like a twiggy
quilt cradling small eggs. Perhaps the colored ones or
metallic threads are gathered into a jar to become a bit
of intertwined art on a shelf. Perhaps destined for a
child’s collage or just scattered in the yard like microslender petals. Perhaps rather than memories, those
threads hold a subtle lesson for the mind to explore.
The whole is greater than the sum of its parts because of the synergy of coming together. An additionplus process. But perhaps part of the adding up of
things also includes some measure of subtraction. Like
the cutting off of the ends of threads, mostly discarded, because after all, how much creativity can one find
for the snipped ends of threads? A functional subtrac-

tion within the addition process. What do
we make that?
To become anew, to become something
more or the next life of a thing, there is
also a letting go, the cutting off and discarding of threads. To the mind, a letting
go of the comfortable familiarity of what
was before. Letting go of labels like
“shirt and curtain and baby’s blanket” or “politics and
NIMBY’s and how it’s always been” so that a fitting
piece from those may become a “patchwork quilt”
whether of cloth or ideals.
A quilt wouldn’t “seam” quite right with a lot of
threads hanging off of it all a-kimble. And we won’t
be quite together if we cannot let go of bits of ego, just
things, and the rigidity of beliefs. To let go a bit in order to become more than single as we are sown into a
community. To let go of a bit of our personal heat to
become the more even-toned voice of many working
together. To know that the art of accumulation includes an art of letting go. A balance of stitch and
snip. A patchwork of people and process, of experiences and thinking, of connecting as pieces apart and
pieces together.
“In the light of truth and the warmth of love, we
gather to seek and seek to share.” A purposeful design,
a patchwork process, inclusive of many parts drawn
together for something irrepressibly more beautiful.
—Victoria Seever

UUCP Mah Jongg Party
There will be no Mah Jongg in December. The season is usually pretty full of
events to socialize already. See you on Sunday, January 7 at the Hamiltons for Mah
Jongg. The address is 1102 Orchard Avenue, Moscow. Come at 6:30 pm and bring a
snack to share and a Mah Jongg set if you have one. Please let them know that you
plan to come (maryjomoscow@gmail.com; 208-822-0443). Have a peaceful and enjoyable holiday season.
15

UUCP

Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palouse
PO Box 9342
Moscow, ID 83843
Return Service Requested

Mail Pledge Payments to address above

REFUSED

If you no longer wish to receive this
newsletter, please check the box
above and return.
We pay the postage. Thank you.

General Church Information

UUCP Phone: 208-882-4328
Office Email: uuchurch@moscow.com
Rev. Elizabeth Stevens, Minister: 208-310-5937
Judy LaLonde, Treasurer: 208-882-3556
http://www.palouseuu.org

Would you like to receive email updates from the UUCP?
Sign me up for the UUCP list, which receives notices of UUCP events, activities, etc.
Sign me up for the Non-UUCP list, which receives notices of events, activities, etc. not directly related to the UUCP but of likely interest to our members and friends.
My email address is:
(please print clearly!)

Please update my email address!
New email address:
Old email address:
Please print clearly.
Place in drop box into church office, email uuchurch@moscow.com,
OR mail to UUCP, PO Box 9342, Moscow, ID 83843
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