
GIFT ACCEPTANCE POLICY 

I. The Unitarian Universalist Church solicits and accepts gifts that are consistent with its mission and 
that support its core programs, as well as special designated projects.  
 

II. Cash gifts are acceptable in any form, including by check or through UUCP’s on-line giving. 
Marketable securities may be transferred electronically to UUCP’s account maintained at Vanguard. 
All marketable securities will be sold promptly upon receipt unless otherwise directed by the 
Finance Committee. Gifts of real property may only be accepted upon approval of the Finance 
Committee.  
 

III. The Church Treasurer is responsible for preparing end-of-the-year statements detailing donors’ 
contribution amounts before the end of January each year. 

 

IV. UUCP will respect the intent of the donor relating to the desire to remain anonymous to the extent 
possible. Information about the donor will be available only to those with a need to know. 

 

V. UUCP will not accept gifts that would result in any unacceptable consequences including but not 
limited to gifts: a) resulting in UUCP losing its status as a not-for-profit organization; b) that are too 
difficult or too expensive to administer in relation to their value, or c) that are for purposes outside 
UUCP’s mission. Decisions on the restrictive nature of a gift and its acceptance or refusal shall be 
made by the Finance Committee in consultation with the president of the Board.  
 

VI. Donors are encouraged to make bequests to UUCP under their wills, and to name UUCP as the 
beneficiary under trusts, life insurance policies, commercial annuities and/or retirement plans. All 
prospective donors are advised to seek the assistance of personal legal and financial advisors in 
matters relating to their gifts, including planning consequences. 
 

VII. Capital Campaign Donations 

• Contributions made to UUCP and designated for a capital campaign are held by the church "in 

trust" for the designated purpose. 

• Refunds/returns of donations will be not be made to donors unless an exceptional request is 

received in writing and subsequently approved by the UUCP Finance Committee. 

• In the event that a capital campaign is abandoned for insufficient funds, donors will be given 

two choices: a) Volunteering to have their contribution(s) retained by UUCP and used for an 

alternative project, or b) After any prior costs to the capital campaign (i.e., surveys, architect 

fees) are deducted from the total amount collected, the donors elect to receive their percentage 

of the remaining funds (based on their donation divided by the entire amount collected). 

• Donors who choose to receive a return should be aware that there may be tax consequences 

and should discuss options, such as filing amended tax returns, with their tax advisor. 


